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1773 

Week Ending Friday, December 2, 2005 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 26, 2005 

Good morning. This week we gather with 
our loved ones to give thanks for the many 
blessings in our lives. Each family has its own 
traditions, yet we are united as a nation in 
setting aside a day of gratitude. We are 
thankful for our family and friends who fill 
our lives with joy and love. We are thankful 
for the abundance of this prosperous land. 
We are thankful for the freedom that makes 
possible the enjoyment of all these gifts. And 
we acknowledge with humility that all these 
blessings and life itself come from Almighty 
God. 

On Thanksgiving and throughout the year, 
we are grateful to the men and women of 
our Armed Forces for securing the peace in 
these dangerous times. Many members of 
our Armed Forces are observing this holiday 
in places far from home. They are serving 
with courage and skill in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
and elsewhere to defend our freedom and 
extend the blessings of freedom to others. 
In the past year, these brave Americans have 
continued to fight terrorists abroad so we do 
not have to face them here at home. And 
they have helped the people of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan hold historic and successful elec-
tions. They are America’s finest, and we 
thank them today and every day for their 
service and sacrifice. 

This week we also extend our gratitude to 
our military families who are making great 
sacrifices to advance freedom’s cause. Many 
of our service men and women have endured 
long deployments and separations from 
home. Many of those they leave behind must 
deal with the burden of raising families while 
praying for the safe return of their loved 
ones. All Americans honor and appreciate the 
commitment and sacrifice of our military 
families. 

We think especially this week of those 
military families who are mourning the loss 

of loved ones. Every person who dies in the 
line of duty commands the eternal gratitude 
of the American people. The military families 
who mourn the fallen can know that America 
will not forget their sacrifice, and they can 
know that we will honor that sacrifice by 
completing the noble mission for which their 
loved ones gave their lives. 

The Thanksgiving holiday reminds us that, 
‘‘To whom much is given, from him much 
will be required.’’ As we count our blessings, 
we are mindful of the need to share our 
blessings and gifts with others, and America 
is moved to compassionate action. This com-
passionate spirit was seen again this year, 
when Americans rallied to help their neigh-
bors in need after the destruction caused by 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. We pray for 
continued strength as we rebuild these com-
munities and return hope to our fellow citi-
zens. 

The universal call to love a neighbor also 
extends beyond our shores, moving us to help 
people in other lands. Our Nation has begun 
to help the millions of people in Pakistan, 
India, and Afghanistan who are suffering 
after last month’s devastating earthquake in 
South Asia. I urge you to visit the web site 
of the South Asia Earthquake Relief Fund 
at southasiaearthquakerelief.org to find out 
how you can help. And to help others in need 
in your hometown, across America, and 
around the world, please visit the USA Free-
dom Corps web site at usafreedomcorps.gov. 

This week of Thanksgiving, we ask that 
God continue to bless our families and our 
Nation. Laura and I wish you all a happy 
and safe Thanksgiving weekend. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:20 a.m. on 
November 23 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, 
TX, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November 26. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on November 25 but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The 
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Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks on Border Security and 
Immigration Reform in Tucson, 
Arizona 

November 28, 2005 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank you 
for the warm welcome. It is such a pleasure 
to be back in Arizona, and it’s great to be 
here in Tucson. Last time I was here, I think 
there was probably about a 50-degree tem-
perature differential. [Laughter] It’s an 
honor to stand here with the men and women 
of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base. As well, 
to be here with the men and women of the 
Customs and Border Protection Agency, and 
the Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Agency as well. 

Securing our border is essential to secur-
ing the homeland. And I want to thank all 
of those who are working around the clock 
to defend our border, to enforce our laws, 
and to uphold the values of the United States 
of America. America is grateful to those who 
are on the frontlines of enforcing the border. 

I appreciate so very much the Governor 
joining us today. Governor, thank you for 
being here. I’m honored you are here. I ap-
preciate Senator John McCain joining us 
today, Senator. As well as Senator Jon Kyl. 
I appreciate three members of the congres-
sional delegation from Arizona—Congress-
man Shadegg, Flake, and Franks—for joining 
us as well. Two members of my Cabinet are 
here with us, the Attorney General of the 
United States, Al Gonzales, and the Secretary 
of the Department of Homeland Security, 
Mike Chertoff. 

I want to thank the United States Attorney 
from the District of Arizona, Paul Charlton, 
for joining us today. I appreciate David 
Aguilar, who is the Chief of the Border Pa-
trol, U.S. Customs and Border Protection of 
the Department of Homeland Security; Mike 
Nicely, who is the Chief Patrol Agent, Tuc-
son Sector; Ron Colburn, Chief Patrol Agent, 
Yuma Sector; Martin Vaughan, Director of 
Air Operations. But most of all, I want to 
thank those who wear the uniform for doing 
such a fine job. Thank you all. Finally, I want 

to thank General Schmidt for welcoming me 
today. He’s the Commander of the 12th Air 
Force, U.S. Southern Command, based right 
here at this base. 

I have a solemn duty, and so do the Mem-
bers of the United States Congress, to pro-
tect our Nation, our Constitution, and our 
laws. Our border and immigration security 
officers devote themselves to those same mis-
sions every single day. 

America has always been a compassionate 
nation that values the newcomer and takes 
great pride in our immigrant heritage. Yet 
we’re also a nation built on the rule of law, 
and those who enter the country illegally vio-
late the law. The American people should 
not have to choose between a welcoming so-
ciety and a lawful society. We can have both 
at the same time. And to keep the promise 
of America, we will enforce the laws of our 
country. 

As a former Governor, I know that enforc-
ing the law and the border is especially im-
portant to the communities along the border. 
Illegal immigration puts pressure on our 
schools and hospitals. I understand that. I 
understand it strains the resources needed 
for law enforcement and emergency services. 
And the vicious human strugglers—smug-
glers and gangs that bring illegal immigrants 
across the border also bring crime to our 
neighborhoods and danger to the highways. 
Illegal immigration is a serious challenge. 
And our responsibility is clear: We are going 
to protect the border. 

Since I’ve taken office, we’ve increased 
funding for border security by 60 percent. 
Our border agents have used that funding 
to apprehend and send home more than 4.5 
million people coming into our country ille-
gally, including more than 350,000 with 
criminal records. Our customs and border 
protection agents can be proud of the work 
that you’re doing. You’re taking control of 
this border. And we have more work to do, 
and that’s what I want to talk to you about 
today. We’re going to build on the progress 
we have made. 

We have a comprehensive strategy to re-
form our immigration system. We’re going 
to secure the border by catching those who 
enter illegally and hardening the border to 
prevent illegal crossings. We’re going to 
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strengthen enforcement of our immigration 
laws within our country. And together with 
Congress, we’re going to create a temporary- 
worker program that will take pressure off 
the border, bring workers from out of the 
shadows, and reject amnesty. 

Our strategy for comprehensive immigra-
tion reforms begins by securing the border. 
Now, let me talk to you about a three-part 
plan. The first part of the plan is to promptly 
return every illegal entrant we catch at the 
border, with no exceptions. More than 85 
percent of the illegal immigrants we catch 
are from Mexico, and most of them are es-
corted back across the border within 24 
hours. 

To prevent them from trying to cross 
again, we’ve launched an interesting pro-
gram, an innovative approach called interior 
repatriation. Under this program, many 
Mexicans caught at the border illegally are 
flown back to Mexico and then bused to their 
hometowns in the interior part of the coun-
try. By returning these illegal immigrants to 
their hometowns far from the border, we 
make it more difficult for them to attempt 
to cross again. Interior repatriation is show-
ing promise in breaking the cycle of illegal 
immigration. 

In a pilot program focused on the west 
Arizona desert, nearly 35,000 illegal immi-
grants were returned to Mexico through inte-
rior repatriation. Last year, only about 8 per-
cent of them were caught trying to cross the 
border again, a much lower rate than we find 
among illegal immigrants who are escorted 
directly across the border. We’re going to ex-
pand interior repatriation. We want to make 
it clear that when people violate immigration 
laws, they’re going to be sent home, and they 
need to stay at home. 

We face a different set of challenges with 
non-Mexicans that we—who we catch cross-
ing the border illegally. When non-Mexican 
illegal immigrants are apprehended, they are 
initially detained. The problem is that our 
detention facilities don’t have enough beds. 
And so, about four of every five non-Mexican 
illegal immigrants we catch are released in 
society and asked to return for a court date. 
When the date arrives, about 75 percent of 
those released don’t show up to the court. 
As a result, last year only 30,000 of the 

160,000 non-Mexicans caught coming across 
our Southwest border were sent home. 

This practice of catch-and-release has 
been the Government’s policy for decades. 
It is an unwise policy, and we’re going to 
end it. To help end catch-and-release, we 
need to increase the capacity in our deten-
tion facilities. Last month at the White 
House, I signed legislation supported by the 
members of the Arizona delegation that will 
increase the number of beds in our detention 
facilities. We’re also working to process ille-
gal immigrants through the system more 
quickly, so we can return them home faster 
and free up bed space for others. 

One of the most effective tools we have 
in this effort is a process called expedited 
removal. Under expedited removal, non- 
Mexicans are detained and placed into 
streamlined proceedings. It allows us to de-
port them at an average of 32 days, almost 
three times faster than usual. In other words, 
we’re cutting through the bureaucracy. Last 
year, we used expedited removal to deport 
more than 20,000 non-Mexicans caught en-
tering this country illegally between Tucson 
and Laredo. This program is so successful 
that the Secretary has expanded it all up and 
down the border. This is a straightforward 
idea. It says, when an illegal immigrant 
knows they’ll be caught and sent home, 
they’re less likely to come to the country. 
That’s the message we’re trying to send with 
expedited removal. 

We’re also pursuing other commonsense 
steps to accelerate the deportation process. 
We’re pressing foreign governments to take 
their citizens back promptly. We’re stream-
lining the paperwork, and we’re increasing 
the number of flights carrying illegal immi-
grants home. We recently tested the effec-
tiveness of these steps with Brazilian illegal 
immigrants caught along the Rio Grande Val-
ley of the Texas border. The effort was called 
Operation Texas Hold ’Em. [Laughter] It de-
livered impressive results. Thanks to our ac-
tions, Brazilian illegal immigration dropped 
by 90 percent in the Rio Grande Valley and 
by 60—50 percent across the border as a 
whole. With all these steps, we’re delivering 
justice more effectively, and we’re changing 
the policy from catch-and-release to the pol-
icy of catch-and-return. 
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The second part of our plan is to strength-
en border—to strengthen border enforce-
ment is to correct weak and unnecessary pro-
visions in our immigration laws. Under cur-
rent law, the Federal Government is re-
quired to release people caught crossing our 
border illegally if their home countries do 
not take them back in a set period of time. 
That law doesn’t work when it comes time 
to enforcing the border, and it needs to be 
changed. Those we were forced to release 
have included murderers, rapists, child mo-
lesters, and other violent criminals. This un-
dermines our border security. It undermines 
the work these good folks are doing. And the 
United States Congress needs to pass legisla-
tion to end these senseless rules. 

We need to address the cycle of endless 
litigation that clogs our immigration courts 
and delays justice for immigrants. Some Fed-
eral courts are now burdened with more than 
six times as many immigration appeals as they 
had just a few years ago. A panel of the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco 
declared that illegal immigrants have a right 
to relitigate before an immigration court as 
many times as they want. This decision obvi-
ously would encourage illegal immigrants 
who have been deported to sneak back into 
the country to re-argue their case. Congress 
needs to put an end to this cycle of needless 
litigation and deliver reforms necessary to 
help us secure this border. 

The third part of our plan to strengthen 
border enforcement is to stop people from 
crossing the border illegally in the first place. 
And we’re increasing manpower; we’re in-
creasing technology and infrastructure across 
this border. We’re integrating these re-
sources in ways we have never done before. 

Since 2001, we’ve hired 1,900 new Border 
Patrol agents. I just signed a bill last month 
that will enable us to add another 1,000 Bor-
der Patrol agents. When we complete these 
hires, we will have enlarged the Border Pa-
trol by about 3,000 agents, from 9,500 the 
year I took office to 12,500 next year. This 
is an increase of more than 30 percent, and 
most of the new agents will be assigned right 
here in the State of Arizona. 

And to help the agents, we’re deploying 
technologies. Listen, technology can help an 
individual agent have broader reach and 

more effectiveness. When agents can take 
advantage of cutting-edge equipment like 
overhead surveillance drones and infrared 
cameras, they can do a better job for all of 
us. 

In Tucson, agents on the ground are di-
recting unmanned aerial technology in the 
sky, and they’re acting rapidly on illegal im-
migration or illegal activities they may see 
from the drones. In the months since these 
unmanned flights began, agents have inter-
cepted a lot of drugs on the border that oth-
erwise—and people—that otherwise might 
have made it through. 

The legislation I signed last month pro-
vides $139 million to further upgrade the 
technology and bring a more unified, system-
atic approach to border enforcement. Again, 
I want to thank the Members of the Con-
gress. 

In some places, the most effective way to 
secure the border is to construct physical bar-
riers to entry. The legislation I signed last 
month includes $70 million to install and im-
prove protective infrastructure across this 
border. In rural areas, we’re funding the con-
struction of new patrol roads to give our 
agents better access to the border and new 
vehicle barriers to keep illegal immigrants 
from driving across the border. 

In urban areas, we’re expanding fencing 
to shut down access to human smuggling cor-
ridors. Secretary Chertoff recently used au-
thority granted by the Congress to order the 
completion of a 14-mile barrier near San 
Diego that had been held up because of law-
suits. By overcoming endless litigation to fin-
ish this vital project, we’re helping our border 
agents do their job and making people who 
live close to the border more secure. 

Our actions to integrate manpower, tech-
nology, and infrastructure are getting results. 
And one of the best examples of success is 
the Arizona Border Control Initiative, which 
the Government launched in 2004. In the 
first year of this initiative—now, listen to this, 
listen how hard these people are working 
here—agents in Arizona apprehended nearly 
500,000 illegal immigrants, a 42-percent in-
crease over the previous year. We’ve cap-
tured a half-million pounds of marijuana, 
prosecuted more than 400 people suspected 
of human smuggling, and seized more than 
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$7 million in cash. You’ve got some good 
folks here working hard to do their job, and 
I appreciate it very much. 

As we work to secure the border, com-
prehensive immigration reform also requires 
us to improve enforcement of our laws in 
the interior of the country. Catching and de-
porting illegal immigrants along the border 
is only part of the responsibility. America’s 
immigration laws apply across all of America, 
and we will enforce those laws throughout 
our land. Better interior enforcement begins 
with better worksite enforcement. American 
businesses have an obligation to abide by the 
law, and our Government has the responsi-
bility to help them do so. 

Enforcing our immigration laws in the in-
terior of the country requires a sustained 
commitment of resources. Since I took of-
fice, we’ve increased funding for immigration 
enforcement by 44 percent. We’ve increased 
the number of immigration and customs in-
vestigators by 14 percent since 2001. And 
those good folks are working hard too. Last 
year, the—this year, Federal agents com-
pleted what they called Operation Rollback. 
It’s the largest worksite enforcement case in 
American history. This operation resulted in 
the arrest of hundreds of illegal immigrants, 
criminal convictions against a dozen employ-
ers, and a multimillion dollar payment from 
one of America’s largest corporations. 

Our skilled immigration security officers 
are also going against some of the most dan-
gerous people in our society—smugglers, ter-
rorists, gang members, and human traf-
fickers. In Arizona, we have prosecuted more 
than 2,300 smugglers bringing drugs, guns, 
and illegal immigrants across the border. As 
a part of Operation Community Shield, Fed-
eral agents have arrested nearly 1,400 gang 
members who were here illegally, including 
hundreds of members of the violent Latin 
American gangs like MS–13. 

Since the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity was created, agents have apprehended 
nearly 27,000 illegal immigrant fugitives. 
Thanks to our determined personnel, society 
is safer. But we’ve got more work to do. The 
legislation I signed last month more than 
doubled the resources dedicated to interior 
enforcement. We understand that border se-
curity and interior enforcement go hand in 

hand. We will increase the number of immi-
gration enforcement agents and criminal in-
vestigators. 

We’re confronting the problem of docu-
ment fraud as well. When illegal workers try 
to pass off sophisticated forgeries as employ-
ment documents, even the most diligent 
businesses find it difficult to tell what’s real 
and what’s fake. Businessowners shouldn’t 
have to act like detectives to verify the legal 
status of their workers. So my administration 
has expanded a program called Basic Pilot. 
This program gives businesses access to an 
automated system that rapidly screens the 
employment eligibility of new hire against 
Federal records. Basic Pilot was available in 
only six States 5 years ago; now this program 
is available nationwide. We’ll continue to 
work to stop document fraud to make it easi-
er for America’s businesses to comply with 
our immigration laws. 

As we enforce our immigration laws, com-
prehensive immigration reform also requires 
us to improve those laws by creating a new 
temporary-worker program. This program 
would create a legal way to match willing for-
eign workers with willing American employ-
ers to fill jobs that Americans will not do. 
Workers would be able to register for legal 
status for a fixed period of time and then 
be required to go home. This program would 
help meet the demands of a growing econ-
omy, and it would allow honest workers to 
provide for their families while respecting 
the law. 

This plan would also help us relieve pres-
sure on the border. By creating a legal chan-
nel for those who enter America to do an 
honest day’s labor, we would reduce the 
number of workers trying to sneak across the 
border. This would free up law enforcement 
officials to focus on criminals, drug dealers, 
terrorists, and others that mean to harm us. 
Our plan would create a tamper-proof identi-
fication card for the temporary legal worker, 
which, of course, would improve worksite en-
forcement. 

Listen, there’s a lot of opinions on this pro-
posal. I understand that. But people in this 
debate must recognize that we will not be 
able to effectively enforce our immigration 
laws until we create a temporary-worker pro-
gram. The program that I proposed would 
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not create an automatic path to citizenship, 
it wouldn’t provide for amnesty. I oppose am-
nesty. Rewarding those who have broken the 
law would encourage others to break the law 
and keep pressure on our border. 

A temporary-worker program, by contrast, 
would decrease pressure on the border. I 
support the number of—increasing the num-
ber of annual green cards that can lead to 
citizenship. But for the sake of justice and 
for the sake of border security, I’m not going 
to sign an immigration bill that includes am-
nesty. 

I look forward to continue working with 
the United States Congress on comprehen-
sive immigration reform. In the House of 
Representatives, your Arizona Congressmen 
are building strong support for border en-
forcement among their colleagues. Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Sensenbrenner and 
Homeland Security Chairman King are mov-
ing bills that include tough provisions to help 
secure this border. The House plans to vote 
on this legislation soon; I urge them to pass 
a good bill. 

The Senate is continuing to work on bor-
der legislation as well. This legislation im-
proves border security and toughens interior 
enforcement and creates a temporary-worker 
program. Senators McCain and Kyl have 
taken the lead. It’s two good men taking the 
lead, by the way. I’m confident something 
is going to get done that people of Arizona 
will like, with these two Senators in the lead. 

Majority Leader Frist and Judiciary Com-
mittee Chairman Specter said they’re going 
to take action in early 2006. See, we have 
a chance to move beyond the old and tired 
choices of the immigration debate and come 
together on a strategy to enforce our laws, 
secure our country, and uphold our deepest 
values. 

We made good progress, but you know like 
I know, there’s a lot more to be done. And 
we’ve got to continue to work together to 
get that done, and I’m optimistic that Con-
gress will rise to the occasion. By passing 
comprehensive immigration reform, we will 
add to this country’s security, to our pros-
perity, and to justice. 

Our Nation has been strengthened by gen-
erations of immigrants who became Ameri-
cans through patience and hard work and as-

similation. In this new century, we must con-
tinue to welcome immigrants and to set high 
standards for those who follow the laws to 
become a part of our country. Every new cit-
izen of the United States has an obligation 
to learn our customs and values, including 
liberty and civic responsibility, equality 
under God and tolerance for others, and the 
English language. We will continue to pursue 
policies that encourage ownership, excel-
lence in education, and give all our citizens 
a chance to realize the American Dream. 

I appreciate once again being here with 
the Border and Immigration Security officers 
who have volunteered for a difficult and ur-
gent assignment. I appreciate their courage. 
By defending our border, you’re defending 
our liberty and our citizens and our way of 
life. I’m proud to stand with you today, and 
the American people stand with you as well. 
May God bless you all, and may God con-
tinue to bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. at Davis- 
Monthan Air Force Base. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Janet Napolitano of Arizona. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at a Dinner for Senator Jon 
Kyl in Phoenix, Arizona 
November 28, 2005 

Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s really 
good to be here. I’m here because I strongly 
believe Jon Kyl needs to be reelected to the 
United States Senate. 

I’m here because I believe that when you 
find somebody who’s got the utmost of integ-
rity and is willing to work hard, that you 
ought to support him. Jon Kyl is highly re-
spected. Jon Kyl is a leader. Jon Kyl has got 
the experience necessary to represent the 
people of Arizona. The people of this good 
State need to send Jon Kyl back to the United 
States Senate. 

And I appreciate you supporting him. I 
particularly want to thank the organizers of 
this event. It’s a big event, by the way. 
[Laughter] Thanks for working over Thanks-
giving to make this such a successful show 
of support for Jon Kyl, but it wouldn’t be 
successful if it wasn’t for the nature of the 
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man that you’re supporting. You’ve seen him. 
You know him. You know he loves the people 
of Arizona. 

McCain was kind of teasing him about the 
water issue, but it’s a serious business to get 
it done, and it took somebody who knows 
his way around Washington, DC, to get the 
job done. That’s what you want in a Senator; 
you want somebody who can go to Wash-
ington and represent the people of Arizona, 
from this State. You want somebody who 
doesn’t fumble around and kind of preen for 
the cameras, but somebody who is effective. 
Jon Kyl is an effective United States Senator, 
and the people of this State need to send 
him back to Washington, DC. 

He also married well. [Laughter] And so 
did I. Laura sends her love to Jon and Caryll. 
Plus, I had the privilege of driving in the lim-
ousine with Arlene Kyl, Mom. And I want 
you to know that Jon Kyl, United States Sen-
ator from Arizona, still listens to his mother. 
[Laughter] That’s a pretty good sign, isn’t it? 

I want to thank Senator John McCain for 
his strong leadership in the United States 
Senate as well. He’s a good man, a man of 
strong character and—[applause]. I appre-
ciate the United States Congressmen who 
have joined us here today, Congressman 
Hayworth and Shadegg and Flake. I’m—and 
Trent Franks. I enjoy working with these 
gentlemen. They care a lot about our Nation, 
and they care a lot about the State of Arizona, 
and they’re doing a fine job in the House 
of Representatives. We’re proud you all are 
here, and thanks for coming. 

Most of all, I want to thank you all for 
joining to help Jon. You know, you can’t win 
unless you got a base of support. You can’t— 
listen, I, fortunately, had my full of cam-
paigns, but there’s nothing like being—walk-
ing into a room full of enthusiastic supporters 
to give you that spirit, to kind of put that 
wind behind your back. And that’s what 
you’re doing for Jon Kyl. 

It’s not easy to be in the United States 
Senate in this day and age. It’s not easy to 
represent an important State like Arizona 
when you have to travel as far as you have 
to do to get here. And yet, this guy does a 
lot. He comes back and forth because he 
cares deeply. And I want to thank you all 
for standing squarely with him. There’s noth-

ing better than somebody who’s seeking elec-
tion than to be able to walk into a ballroom 
this full of enthusiastic people saying to Jon 
Kyl loud and clear, ‘‘We’re not only going 
to give of our money; we’re going to give 
of our time to get you reelected to the United 
States Senate.’’ 

Look, I don’t know how many U.S. Sen-
ators there are that like NASCAR. [Laugh-
ter] I view that as a pretty good sign, to have 
a United States Senator who follows 
NASCAR. It means he’s down to earth. He 
doesn’t walk around Washington with a lot 
of airs like some of them do. He’s a common-
sense man who understands the values of the 
people. And that’s why I’m proud that he 
invited me to come, and by the way, it took 
me no time to say yes. 

These are serious times in which we live, 
and it requires serious, experienced people 
to deal with the problems that we’re con-
fronted with. And the biggest problem we 
got is, we’re still at war. I wish I could report 
to you we weren’t at war, but there’s an 
enemy that still lurks that wants to do harm 
to the United States of America. And they 
want to do us harm because we stand square-
ly for freedom and democracy, and we’re not 
going to change. You see, they can’t stand 
the fact that we allow people to worship free-
ly, or to speak their mind in the public 
square, or to print articles the way they want 
to print them in America. They have a dif-
ferent view of the world. They’ve got this vi-
sion of darkness that stifles dissent and stifles 
the freedoms that many of us take for grant-
ed. 

They have declared their ambitions loud 
and clear. Zawahiri, the number two man in 
the Al Qaida operation, has made it abun-
dantly clear that they must drive America out 
of the Middle East, must drive us into an 
isolated state so that they can expand their 
totalitarian vision ‘‘from Spain to Indo-
nesia’’—his words, not mine. 

They not only talk war, they declared war 
by attacking us on September the 11th, 2001, 
and this country must never forget the les-
sons. We cannot take our security for grant-
ed, and we must stay on the offensive against 
these killers and bring them to justice before 
they hurt the American people again. And 
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that’s what Senator Jon Kyl clearly under-
stands, and that’s another reason why the 
people of Arizona need to put him back in 
the United States Senate. 

The enemy has made Iraq a central front 
in this war on terror, so we must take it seri-
ously. We’re going to succeed in Iraq. We’re 
going to succeed in Iraq because our vision 
and the vision of those in Iraq who believe 
in democracy is positive and hopeful, as op-
posed to the vision of the suiciders and killers 
of the innocent. We’re going to succeed in 
Iraq because we’ve got a plan that will help 
the Iraqis not only develop a democracy but 
a security force. 

Listen, the Iraqis want to defend them-
selves. They want to be capable of fighting 
off an enemy, and our job is to make sure 
they are capable. We will stay until the job 
is done, not a day longer. We will get the 
job done in Iraq. 

And Jon Kyl understands that in this war 
on terror, it’s important to have Members 
of the United States Senate who understand 
mixed messages and who understand that 
when we’ve got a kid in harm’s way, that sol-
dier deserves all the very best that the Fed-
eral Government can give him in terms of 
equipment and training and support. 

Jon Kyl has been a stalwart in this war on 
terror, and so has John McCain. And so have 
members of the United States congressional 
district. And I’m proud to fight this war side 
by side with them. 

Jon Kyl also understands what history has 
taught us, that democracies bring the peace 
we all want; that democracies don’t fight with 
their neighbors; that democracies lay this 
foundation for a better future. He under-
stands the lessons of history that I under-
stand. 

You know, I just recently came off a trip 
to the Far East. By the way, representing 
the United States of America around the 
world is one of the great experiences of the 
Presidency. And it struck me that I was in 
a region of the world where there—where 
wars had started. You know, my dad and Sen-
ator McCain’s relatives, I’m sure many of 
your relatives, fought the Japanese. They 
were our sworn enemy. And yet, there I was 
in Kyoto, Japan, sitting with my friend Prime 
Minister Koizumi talking about the peace, 

talking about what we can do in the Far East 
to work together to keep the peace, and what 
we can do in the Middle East to help rid 
that region of resentment and hatred, to help 
change the breeding grounds for the recruit-
ment of suiciders into a hopeful place. Isn’t 
that amazing? Think about that. Who would 
have thought 50 years ago or 60 years ago, 
a President of the United States could have 
stood here in Phoenix, Arizona, and said he 
sat down at the table with the Prime Minister 
of Japan talking about the peace. Nobody 
would have thought that way then. 

So what happened? Democracy prevailed. 
Japanese-style democracy came into being, 
and it yielded an ally. And what we’re doing 
today in Iraq and elsewhere in the broader 
Middle East is laying that same foundation 
for peace. Someday, an American President 
is going to look back and say, ‘‘Fifty years 
ago, fortunately we had leaders in the United 
States Senate like Jon Kyl who understood 
that by spreading democracy in the broader 
Middle East, they were laying the founda-
tions of peace for generations to come.’’ Jon 
Kyl needs to go back to the United States 
Senate. 

I want to talk about three other things 
right quick. One, you might remember that 
right after I came into office, this Nation had 
to deal with tough economic times. And I 
proposed and many in the United States 
Congress supported the idea of making sure 
we got out of the recession as quickly as pos-
sible by letting people keep more of their 
own money. We believe strongly that if a 
small-business person has more money to in-
vest, it means more jobs are likely to be cre-
ated. We believe strongly that if there’s re-
duction in capital gains and dividend taxes, 
people are more likely to make investments. 
We believe the death tax is a bad tax. Jon 
Kyl supported the tax cuts, and he, like me, 
believes for the sake of economic vitality, we 
need to make the tax cuts permanent. 

And at the same time, he understands we 
can’t waste your money. There’s no tougher 
watchdog for the people’s money than Jon 
Kyl. If people of Arizona want to make sure 
that the Federal Government doesn’t waste 
your taxpayers’ money, you need to send him 
back to the United States Senate. He’s doing 
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a great job when it comes to fiscal sanity in 
the Halls of the United States Senate. 

As Senator McCain mentioned today, the 
congressional delegation and myself went 
down to Tucson to talk about immigration. 
Jon Kyl understands the issue. He under-
stands that we need to secure the border of 
the United States and is willing to work with 
the administration to do that. He’s been a 
leader in increasing the number of Border 
Patrol agents, particularly those here in the 
State of Arizona. He understands the pro-
gram of catch-and-release doesn’t work, and 
so he is willing to help fund additional beds 
to detain non-Mexican illegal immigrants. He 
understands that we need to have strong 
worksite enforcement in the United States 
if we’re going to have an immigration plan 
work. 

He understands that border security also 
means a rational—a temporary-worker plan, 
so our Border Patrol agents aren’t chasing 
people coming to work; they’re chasing 
criminals and drug lords. Jon Kyl under-
stands clearly that the role of the Federal 
Government is to enforce the border of the 
United States of America, which is precisely 
what we’re going to do. 

Finally, I want to talk about judges. I re-
member campaigning here in Arizona—I re-
member debating here in Arizona—and I re-
member saying a lot of times in 2000 and 
2004, ‘‘If you put me in office, I will nomi-
nate people for the bench who will strictly 
interpret the Constitution and not try to be-
come a part of the legislative branch of Gov-
ernment.’’ And those are the kind of judges 
I put up. And I can’t thank Jon Kyl enough 
for making sure the judges I nominate get 
a fair hearing and an up-or-down vote on the 
floor of the United States Senate. 

Judge Roberts is going to make a great 
Chief of the Supreme Court, and Sam Alito 
is going to make a really fine replacement 
for Arizonan Sandra Day O’Connor. And Jon 
Kyl is going to be one of the leaders in mak-
ing sure that Sam Alito gets confirmed in the 
United States Senate. And if the people of 
this State want to make sure that we’ve got 
judges on the bench who strictly interpret 
the Constitution and not legislate from the 
bench, they need to return Jon Kyl to the 
United States Senate. 

I think you’re getting the picture about 
where my position is on Kyl. I can’t thank 
you enough for letting me come by to put 
my two cents in for Jon. He is—he’s a classy 
guy. He is really the kind of person that you 
would hope would be serving you. You don’t 
have to worry about him not telling the truth 
or doing something that would make you 
ashamed. He’s not that kind of fellow. He’s 
as—his integrity is as strong as it gets. And 
it seems like to me that when you’ve got an 
experienced hand, somebody who knows 
what he’s doing in Washington, DC, some-
body who can get the job done for people, 
somebody who brings integrity and decency 
to the office, that there’s only one logical con-
clusion. For the sake of the State and for 
the sake of the country, Jon Kyl needs to 
be reelected to the United States Senate. 

Thanks for coming tonight. May God bless 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:23 p.m. at the 
Arizona Biltmore Resort and Spa. In his remarks, 
he referred to Caryll Kyl, wife of Jon Kyl; Ayman 
Al-Zawahiri, founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad 
and senior Al Qaida associate; and Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 

Proclamation 7966—National Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day, 2005 
November 28, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On National Pearl Harbor Remembrance 

Day, we pray for those lost on December 
7, 1941, and we honor the courage of a gen-
eration of Americans who devoted them-
selves to one of the great missions in our 
country’s history. After the surprise attack on 
Pearl Harbor took more than 2,400 American 
lives, millions of our citizens answered the 
call to defend our liberty, and the world wit-
nessed the power of freedom to overcome 
tyranny. 

Liberty’s ultimate triumph was far from 
clear in the early days of World War II. 
When our country was attacked at Pearl Har-
bor, America was emerging from the Great 
Depression, and several nations had larger 
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armies than the United States. In Asia and 
Europe, country after country had fallen be-
fore the armies of militaristic tyrants. How-
ever, the brave and determined men and 
women of our Nation maintained their faith 
in the power of freedom and democracy. 
They fought and won a world war against 
two of the most ruthless regimes the world 
has ever known. In the years since those vic-
tories, the power of freedom and democracy 
has transformed America’s enemies in World 
War II into close friends. 

Today, our goal is to continue to spread 
freedom and democracy and to secure a 
more peaceful world for our children and 
grandchildren. We are grateful to the men 
and women who are defending our flag and 
our freedom in the first war of the 21st cen-
tury. These patriots are protecting our coun-
try and our way of life by upholding the tradi-
tion of honor, bravery, and integrity dem-
onstrated by those who fought for our Nation 
in World War II. The service and sacrifice 
of our World War II veterans continue to 
inspire people across our country, and we re-
main deeply grateful for all that these heroes 
have done for the cause of freedom. 

The Congress, by Public Law 103–308, as 
amended, has designated December 7 of 
each year as ‘‘National Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim December 7, 2005, as 
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 
I encourage all Americans to observe this sol-
emn occasion with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. I urge all Federal agencies, in-
terested organizations, groups, and individ-
uals to fly the flag of the United States at 
half-staff this December 7 in honor of those 
who died as a result of their service at Pearl 
Harbor. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Novem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand 
five, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
tieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:09 a.m., November 29, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on November 30. 

Remarks Following a Tour of the 
Border and an Exchange With 
Reporters Near El Paso, Texas 

November 29, 2005 

First of all, it’s good to be back in El Paso. 
I spent a lot of quality time in this part of 
the world when I was the Governor, and I 
appreciate, by the way, the Governor stand-
ing with me here. I don’t know if you remem-
ber or not, but Laura’s mother was raised 
here, so El Paso has always had a special spot 
in our heart. 

I want to thank the people that are working 
the border. We have a responsibility in the 
Government to enforce our border. It’s im-
portant for national security. It’s important 
for economic security to have a good border 
security plan. And so the Secretary and I and 
the Attorney General—secretary of state of 
Texas; Johnny Sutton, the D.A.; Congress-
man Mac Conaway—we’ve just taken a tour 
of this part of the border. And what should 
be a lesson is that you’ve got to adjust your 
strategy based upon the conditions. This is 
an urban environment. Right over here is 
Juarez, and people are able to easily come 
into the border—into Texas, in this part of— 
in part of the border. 

And so what you’re seeing is, you’re seeing 
a combination of fencing, cameras, infrared, 
and Border Patrol agents all doing their job. 
What we’ve done is, we have boosted the 
amount of money available to our—to en-
force this border. We’re adding agents. 
We’ve added agents since I’ve become the 
President. We’re adding more agents as a re-
sult of the bill I just signed, and we’re adding 
infrastructure to make the city secure as well 
as the rural parts of our border secure. So 
step one of a border control strategy is, in-
crease the resources so the people standing 
behind me are able to do their job. 

Step two is when we catch somebody, 
don’t release them. Catch-and-release has 
been a longstanding policy of the Federal 
Government, and we’re going to change that. 
Listen, we’ve got people risking their lives 
to do their job here on the border, and 
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there’s nothing more dispiriting than to know 
the person that they have stopped coming 
into our country illegally is being released 
back into society. And so we’ve got a plan 
for what we call internal repatriation for 
Mexicans, and we’ve got a plan for non-Mexi-
can illegal immigrants. 

And part of that plan is to increase the 
number of beds available to detain people 
caught illegally coming into our country. And 
the second part is for Congress to change 
the laws. That will enable us to have—more 
likely to have expedited removal. 

The third aspect of our comprehensive 
strategy to do our duty and enforce the bor-
der is to have a worksite enforcement pro-
gram. I mean, our employers in America 
have an obligation not to hire illegal immi-
grants. Many of those immigrants, by the 
way, use forged documents. And so we’ve got 
a computer system up and running to enable 
employers to be able to determine whether 
or not the documents they’re being pre-
sented are fake or not. We’re also increasing 
the number of agents that will be working 
in the internal part of the country to find 
those who’ve broken the law and bring them 
to justice. 

See, we’re a nation of law. We’re also a 
compassionate nation. We’ve got to treat 
people with respect and dignity. The third 
aspect of our policy is this: We need to have 
a rational temporary-worker plan that is not 
amnesty. Amnesty would be a mistake. 
Granting amnesty to the people who have 
come to our country illegally would invite 
others to come to our country illegally. On 
the other hand, a temporary-worker program 
would take pressure off our border. When 
you match willing worker with willing em-
ployer on a job Americans won’t do, with a 
tamper-proof card that says, ‘‘I’m here legally 
for a temporary basis,’’ it means our Border 
Patrol agents won’t have to chase people 
coming here illegally to work. They’ll be able 
to chase criminals and drug traffickers and 
crooks. 

What I’m telling you is, we want to make 
the job of these folks easier. We want to sup-
port them. We want to support them with 
resources. We want to support them with ra-
tional policy so that we can say to the Amer-

ican people, ‘‘We’ve done our job, which is 
enforce this border.’’ 

I want to thank you very much for the tour; 
I want to thank you all for your hard work. 
You bring great pride to the uniform. I ap-
preciate the risks you take on a daily basis. 
And with the bill I signed, the appropriations 
bill I signed, and the bills that are going to 
be working through the House and the Sen-
ate, will make it more likely you’ll be able 
to do your job. So it’s an honor to be here 
on the border, and I want to thank everybody 
for showing up. 

I’ll be glad to answer a couple of questions. 
Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. 

U.S. Troops in Iraq 
Q. Sir, with elections coming up next year, 

how much pressure are you under to reduce 
the U.S. troop presence in Iraq before the 
end of 2006? 

The President. Our policy—I’m giving a 
speech tomorrow that outlines the training 
and the progress we’re making in training 
Iraqis to provide security for their country. 
And we will make decisions about troop lev-
els based upon the capacity of the Iraqis to 
take the fight to the enemy. And I will make 
decisions based upon—the level of troops 
based upon the recommendations by the 
commanders on the ground. If they tell me 
we need more troops, we’ll provide more 
troops. If they tell me we’ve got sufficient 
level of troops, that will be the level of troops. 
If they tell me that the Iraqis are ready to 
take more and more responsibility and that 
we’ll be able to bring some Americans home, 
I will do that. It’s their recommendation. 

Secondly, we want to win. The whole ob-
jective is to achieve a victory against the ter-
rorists. The terrorists have made it very clear 
that Iraq is a central front on the war on 
terror. See, they want us to leave before 
we’ve achieved our mission. You know why? 
Because they want a safe haven. They want 
to be able to plot and plan attacks. This coun-
try must never forget the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, and a victory in Iraq 
will deny the terrorists their stated goal. 

Finally, a democracy in Iraq, which is now 
emerging, will serve as a fantastic example 
for reformers and others. And as democracy 
takes hold in the broader Middle East, we 
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can say we have done our duty and laid the 
foundation of peace for generations to come. 

Iraqi Troop Preparedness 
Q. Since we know that the preparation of 

Iraqi troops is a main reason you want to 
bring U.S. troops home, can you talk about 
how satisfied you are with the Iraqi troop 
preparedness? 

The President. Look, here’s what I’m in-
terested in. I’m interested in winning. I want 
to defeat the terrorists, and I want our troops 
to come home. But I don’t want them to 
come home without having achieved victory, 
and we’ve got a strategy for victory. And the 
commanders will make the decision. See, 
that’s what the people want. The people 
don’t want me making decisions based upon 
politics. They want me to make decisions 
based upon the recommendation from our 
generals on the ground, and that’s exactly 
who I’ll be listening to. 

Now, I know there’s a lot of voices in 
Washington. We’ve heard some people say, 
‘‘Pull them out right now.’’ That’s a huge mis-
take. It’d be a terrible mistake. It sends a 
bad message to our troops, and it sends a 
bad message to our enemy, and it sends a 
bad message to the Iraqis. 

So my decision will be based upon the ca-
pacity of the—the willingness of our com-
manders to say, ‘‘The Iraqis are taking more 
of the fight and therefore, the conditions are 
such that we can reduce our troop presence.’’ 

U.S. Troops in Iraq 
Q. Sir, do you agree with comments by 

Secretary Rice, who says that U.S. troops may 
not need to stay at current troop levels that 
we have there now for much longer? 

The President. Well, this is a conditions- 
based strategy we have. If conditions on the 
ground are such that we can reduce pres-
ence, the commanders will make that rec-
ommendation. But victory is the primary ob-
jective. We’ve sacrificed a lot. We’ve had, you 
know, some of the finest Americans die in 
Iraq. And one thing we’re not going to do 
is let them die in vain. We will achieve our 
objective, which is a stable Iraq, an ally in 
the war on terror. And we will deny the ter-
rorists safe haven in Iraq. Their stated objec-
tive is to use the one tool they’ve got, which 

is suicide bombers—beheadings and killings 
of innocent people—to drive us out of Iraq 
and the Middle East because they want to 
have safe haven. They want to spread their 
totalitarian ideology. 

And so our objective in Iraq is to win. And 
we will make our decisions based upon, pri-
marily, victory, and second, whether or not 
the commanders think we can achieve that 
victory and what the—with a certain troop 
level. And that’s what’s important for the 
American people to understand, that one, 
we’re not going to cut and run; two, we’ll 
achieve our objective; and three, the Presi-
dent is going to listen to those who are on 
the ground who can make the best assess-
ment. 

Yes, where are you from? 

Border Security 
Q. With the El Paso Times, sir, Louie 

Gilot. Mr. President, what is the security risk 
on the border as far as homeland security 
and terrorism? 

The President. Look, there is great risk 
for people who wear the green, and they 
know that. And the reason there’s great risk 
is because they don’t know whether they’re 
going to encounter some innocent soul just 
coming to work or somebody trying to smug-
gle drugs. 

On our briefing as we came up and down 
the—came down the border here, I was told 
about a recent apprehension made by our 
Border Patrol agents of people trying to 
smuggle drugs in. And it’s night, you know. 
And this happened to be in a more rural area, 
and the chopper had to leave to go refuel. 
And so we’ve got people risking their lives 
out there to stop the trafficking of drugs into 
our country, and that’s dangerous. And so it’s 
dangerous here. I mean, there’s no other way 
to look at it. And that’s why these folks need 
more resources and more agents to help 
them, and that’s what we’re providing. 

And there is lighting up and down this part 
of the border. We’re going to use drones to 
be able to help enforce the border in rural 
Texas and in rural New Mexico and rural Ari-
zona. See, it’s one thing to add agents, but 
if you look at the size of this border, you 
can’t add enough agents. What you’ve got to 
do is get technology in the hands of the 
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agents so they can better do their job. Slowly 
but surely, technology is being employed up 
and down the border, and that’s a key part 
of our strategy, as well as physical barriers. 
You see a physical barrier right here. This 
is good for an urban environment. As you 
head out into the rural parts of the world, 
there are other types of physical barriers we 
can use, such as impediments to vehicular 
traffic or berming, which is precisely what 
our strategy is. 

We’ve got a comprehensive strategy that 
says, ‘‘We’re going to enforce this border. 
We’re going to prevent people from coming 
here in the first place. And when we catch 
people—and, by the way, since 2001, our 
Border Patrol have apprehended 4.5 million 
people illegally coming into the country. But 
we’ve got to end catch-and-release. In other 
words, we’ve got to end this program particu-
larly for non-Mexican, illegal immigrants. 
This business about catching people and then 
letting them back out in the society, it’s not 
fair to those who are working hard, and it’s 
not fair to the American people. We’re end-
ing the practice. 

And then I told you we’ve got to have bet-
ter interior enforcement, plus a rational 
worker plan that is not amnesty. That’s a very 
important part of the plan. 

Representative Randy ‘‘Duke’’ 
Cunningham 

Q. Do you have any reaction to the res-
ignation of Congressman Cunningham and 
the charges that were brought against him? 

The President. Any Member of Congress, 
Republican or Democrat, must take their of-
fice seriously and the ethics seriously. The 
idea of a Congressman taking money is out-
rageous. And Congressman Cunningham is 
going to realize that he has broken the law 
and is going to pay a serious price, which 
he should. 

Terrorist Detention Centers Abroad 
Q. Is there going to be investigating the 

allegations that there are U.S.-run terrorist 
detention centers abroad? Don’t the Amer-
ican people deserve an accounting of why 
these places exist and what’s being done 
there? 

The President. The United States of 
America does not torture. And that’s impor-
tant for people around the world to under-
stand. 

Border Security 
Q. Will we ever see a wall here in the 

border? 
The President. You’ve got a fence here 

in the border. You’re going to have a virtual 
fence in the border when we bring tech-
nology to bear—infrared, cameras, drones. 
And you’ve got some of the finest Americans 
in our country enforcing the border. Ours 
is a nation of law. People should not be al-
lowed to break the law. 

So one of the ways to make sure we have 
a rational border control policy is to make 
work legal, not amnesty but work legal, on 
a temporary basis. People ought to be given 
a tamper-proof work card, come here, and 
do jobs Americans won’t do, and then after 
a set period of time, go home. And that’s 
what we’re going to work with Congress 
about, a comprehensive plan that will make 
it easier for these good folks to do their job, 
which is enforce the border of the United 
States. 

Listen, thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:41 a.m. at the 
El Paso sector of the Mexico-U.S. border. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Rick Perry of Texas; 
Secretary of Homeland Security Michael 
Chertoff; and Johnny Sutton, U.S. Attorney for 
the Western District of Texas. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of these 
remarks. 

Remarks at a Luncheon for 
Representative Marilyn N. Musgrave 
in Denver, Colorado 
November 29, 2005 

Thank you all. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Thanks for the invitation, Marilyn. I 
am here because Marilyn Musgrave is a great 
Congresswoman, and she deserves to be re-
elected to the United States Congress. 

And I want to thank you all for coming 
to support her. I want to remind you, it’s 
one thing to support a person with your hard- 
earned wages; it’s another thing to support 
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a person with your time and efforts. So when 
the time comes, I hope you’re dialing the 
phones and knocking on the doors and help-
ing defeat the special interests that are trying 
to drive her out of office. 

I appreciate Marilyn because she’s a hard 
worker. You know, some of them get up to 
Congress, and they take it easy, take things 
for granted—not this Congressperson. She’s 
home in her district because she cares about 
the people of Colorado. I know she cares 
about the people of Colorado because every 
time I see her, she says, ‘‘I want to remind 
you about the values that are important in 
Colorado.’’ [Laughter] 

She’s not only a hard worker; she brings 
commonsense values to Washington, DC. 
And that’s a town that needs some common-
sense values. In order to keep this country 
safe, in order to keep this country strong, 
we need people like Marilyn Musgrave in the 
United States Congress. 

By the way, Laura agrees with me. [Laugh-
ter] I’d like us to hang around for lunch, but 
I’ve got to head back to Washington and have 
dinner with her—and my mother and dad, 
by the way, who send their love as well to 
the Congresswoman. 

I’m proud to have traveled from the air-
port not only with your great Governor, Bill 
Owens—it’s great to see you, Governor; 
thanks for being here—but with Marilyn’s 
husband, Steve. As a matter of fact, I’ve met 
so many Musgraves today—[laughter]—that 
if they all lived in the district, it would be 
a landslide. [Laughter] Nothing like some-
body in the Congress who loves her family 
and who understands the importance of fam-
ily values, and that’s Marilyn Musgrave. 

Not only do we have the Governor here, 
we got the Lieutenant Governor, Jane Nor-
ton. Thanks for coming, Governor—both 
Governors. Proud you’re here. Mark 
Hillman, the treasurer, is here; a lot of State 
and local officials. Thanks for coming. It’s 
good to see my friend the Congressman, Bob 
Beauprez, and Claudia. Thanks for coming, 
Mr. Congressman. 

I had the privilege of saying hello to 
former Senator Armstrong and his wife, 
Ellen. It’s good to see the Senator. It looks 
like he’s doing pretty good. Retirement 
hasn’t been all that difficult on him, and nor 

has it been rough on former Congressman 
Schaffer as well. 

But most of all, I want to thank you all 
for working hard to get this good person back 
in Congress. We got a lot to do up there. 
These are extraordinary times that we live 
in. We’re at war. I wish I could report to 
the people of Colorado the war was over. It’s 
not. There’s an enemy still out there that 
wants to inflict harm on the United States 
of America because of what we believe in. 

We believe in the freedom of people to 
worship and speak their mind, the freedom 
of the press to print what they want. They 
believe in the opposite. They have a dark vi-
sion of the world. They have made their in-
tentions clear. They want to establish a totali-
tarian empire that stretches from Spain to 
Indonesia. And one way for them to accom-
plish their objective is to drive us out of the 
Middle East, is to cause America to become 
isolated. It’s not going to happen on my 
watch. 

One of the reasons I’m proud to stand here 
with Marilyn is she understands the stakes 
as well. It’s important to have a—somebody 
from the United States Congress from that 
district, from her district, who understands 
that on September the 11th, 2001, an enemy 
declared war on the United States of Amer-
ica, and we must do everything in our power 
to protect the American people. 

This is an enemy that has declared their 
intentions in Iraq. They’ve got one weapon, 
by the way. Their ideology is so dark, nobody 
believes in it except for a handful, but they’ve 
got the capacity to kill innocent people and 
have those images on the TV screens around 
the world, all attempting to shake our will 
and to get us to retreat. They have stated 
openly their desire to do to Iraq what they 
did to Afghanistan, to convert that country 
into a safe haven so they can plan, plot, and 
attack. We will defeat the enemy in Iraq. We 
will do our job to protect the American peo-
ple. 

The stakes are high, and it’s important to 
have Members of the United States Congress 
who understand that. Marilyn Musgrave un-
derstands that we’re in a time of war. And 
in a time of war, it’s important to support 
those who wear the uniform, the men and 
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women who are courageous enough to volun-
teer for the United States military. Marilyn 
is a strong supporter for our troops, and that’s 
important. 

Marilyn also understands what I know, is 
that we’ve got a strategy for victory in Iraq. 
On the one hand, we’ll help this good country 
develop into a democracy, and it’s hap-
pening. Think about what’s happened in such 
a brief period of time. You might compare 
it with our own history, which was a little 
rocky getting to our own constitutional proc-
ess. In 21⁄2 years, that country has gone from 
a totalitarian dictator, who is an enemy of 
the United States, to a Transitional Govern-
ment to the ratification of a constitution and, 
in 2 weeks’ time, elections to elect a Govern-
ment to serve the people for 4 years. Democ-
racy is on the march in Iraq. 

And at the same time, we’re training the 
Iraqi troops so they can take the fight to the 
enemy. The Iraqis are becoming more and 
more capable of doing that which they want 
to do, which is secure their own country 
against terrorists and Saddamists. Listen, 
these people—the mothers in Iraq are like 
the mothers here in Colorado. They want to 
raise their child in a free and peaceful soci-
ety, and they’ve got citizens willing to sac-
rifice for that free and peaceful society. 

Oh, I know there’s some in Washington 
that have said, ‘‘Get out of Iraq now.’’ 
They’re wrong. Precipitous withdrawal of our 
troops would send the wrong signal to our 
own troops, send the wrong signal to the 
enemy, and send the wrong signal to people 
around the world who watch the commit-
ment of the United States. We’re going to 
stand squarely with the people of Iraq and 
help them develop a free society. 

Marilyn also understands what I know, is 
that democracies yield the peace we all want. 
You know, I just came back from the Far 
East, had a great trip representing our coun-
try there. And it’s—and in my time in Kyoto, 
Japan, it struck me again about how amazing 
the democratic process can be for laying the 
foundation for peace. I was there to—as a 
guest of Prime Minister Koizumi, and we sat 
around the table talking about helping Iraq 
develop a democracy, and what do we do 
about the person in North Korea that is de-

veloping a nuclear weapons program, we 
think, and how do we keep the peace. 

Sixty years ago, my dad fought the Japa-
nese. Many of your relatives fought the Japa-
nese as well. They were the sworn enemy 
of the United States. Yet in the year 2005, 
the President is sitting down with the Prime 
Minister talking about making the world a 
more peaceful place. Something happened, 
obviously, between when an 18-year-old 
fighter pilot—Navy fighter pilot, I might 
add—George H.W. Bush signed up, and his 
son is the President. What happened was 
Japan developed a democracy, a Japanese- 
style democracy, but a democracy. 

Democracies make the world more peace-
ful. Someday, an American President is going 
to look back at this period of history and say, 
‘‘Thank goodness the United States of Amer-
ica kept faith in the capacity of democracy 
to change the world,’’ and be dealing with 
duly democratic, elected leaders in the Mid-
dle East, helping to lay that foundation of 
peace for generations to come. The stakes 
are high. It’s important to have Members of 
the United States Congress like Marilyn 
Musgrave, who understand the fact that 
we’re laying the foundation of peace for gen-
erations to come. 

I promise not to talk so long the food gets 
cold. [Laughter] But I do appreciate 
Marilyn’s understanding about how our 
economy works. You know, there are some 
in Washington that would like to raise your 
taxes. They believe that raising taxes would 
be good for the economy. I think that’s what 
they believe. But their logic is backward. 
Marilyn and I understand if you let people 
keep more of their own money, it spurs eco-
nomic growth and vitality. We’ve come 
through a lot in this economy. We’ve been 
through a recession. We’ve been through ter-
rorist attacks. We’ve been through corporate 
scandals. Yet economic—the economic 
growth of this Nation is strong and vital. And 
I believe, and Marilyn believes, one of the 
main reasons why is because of the tax cuts 
that we delivered for the American people. 

She also understands that the death tax is 
unfair. We put the death tax on the road to 
extinction, and we need to make sure it stays 
extinct, for the good of our farmers and 
ranchers and small-business owners. 
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Good thing about Marilyn, she also under-
stands Washington has got to be wise about 
how we spend your money. We’re working 
on a lean budget up there, and it’s good to 
have strong fiscal conservatives in Wash-
ington, DC, to fight off the tendency of 
Washington to spend too much. 

She understands how the economy works. 
She understands that small businesses create 
most new jobs. It’s important to have some-
body from the State of Colorado in that con-
gressional district who stands squarely with 
the entrepreneurs and small-business people, 
and that’s Marilyn Musgrave. 

I look forward to working with her on a 
rational immigration policy. The United 
States of America will secure our border. I 
just signed an appropriations bill which ex-
pands the number of Border Patrol agents, 
which is good. But you can’t do that, enforce 
this border only with agents; you need tech-
nology like drones and infrared and cameras. 
And the bill I signed provides for additional 
technology to help these good Border Patrol 
agents do their job down there. 

We’re going to stop catch-and-release by 
expanding the number of detention beds. We 
got people working hard down there. They’re 
finding people trying to sneak into the coun-
try, and sure enough, shortly after they get 
detained, they’re back in society again. And 
so we’re going to increase the amount of de-
tention space and work on expedited re-
moval. We’re also going to do a better job 
of enforcing worksite rules here in the 
United States of America. 

Finally, I feel strongly that in order to have 
a good and secure border, we got to differen-
tiate between those who are here to work 
and those who are here to bring criminal— 
to provide—to do criminal activities. Listen, 
we got people coming into this country to 
do the jobs Americans won’t do. It seems 
like to me it makes sense to have a willing 
worker be able to work with a willing em-
ployer on a temporary basis. 

I stand strongly against amnesty. Amnesty 
sends the wrong message. Amnesty would say 
to other illegal aliens, ‘‘Come, and you can 
come into America and get citizenship auto-
matically.’’ No, I’m for a bill that strengthens 
our border by providing people with a tam-
per-proof identity card to let them work in 

America for jobs Americans won’t do, on a 
temporary basis, and then go back to their 
country. And I’m looking forward to working 
with Marilyn on rational border control pol-
icy, and I think we can get something done. 

I’m also proud of the fact that she stands 
up for values that she thinks important. It’s 
really important for the United States of 
America to promote a culture of life, to be 
a welcoming society, to recognize the value 
of each person. Marilyn is a strong supporter 
of developing a culture of life. And she’s a 
strong supporter of the sanctity of marriage. 
We supported a constitutional amendment to 
make sure that activist judges do not redefine 
traditional marriage. And I’m proud of your 
support of that important piece of legislation, 
Marilyn. And the people of this district ought 
to send her back to Washington, DC, be-
cause she shares the same values as most 
people in Colorado. 

So, in summary, send her back. [Laughter] 
She’s doing a fine job. You know, when you 
find somebody who’s honest and upright, 
somebody who speaks her mind, somebody 
who’s willing to take a tough position regard-
less of all the noise around, seems like to 
me that it makes a lot of sense to keep her 
in the United States Congress. I’m proud to 
be here today to support a good person, a 
good family person, good God-fearing per-
son, somebody who is doing a fine job for 
the people of Colorado, and somebody who 
will do—continue to do a great job for the 
people of Colorado. 

Thanks for letting me come by to say hello. 
Marilyn, I’m proud to be on your side. God 
bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. at the 
Comfort Inn Downtown. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Bill Owens, Lt. Gov. Jane E. Nor-
ton, and State Treasurer Mark Hillman of Colo-
rado; Claudia Beauprez, wife of Representative 
Bob Beauprez of Colorado; former Senator Wil-
liam L. Armstrong of Colorado and his wife, Ellen; 
former Representative Robert W. Schaffer of Col-
orado; former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan. 
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Remarks on the War on Terror in 
Annapolis, Maryland 
November 30, 2005 

Thank you. Please be seated. Please be 
seated. Thanks for the warm welcome. It’s 
good to be back at the Naval Academy. I’m 
pleased to provide a convenient excuse for 
you to miss class. 

This is the first year that every class of 
Midshipmen at this Academy arrived after 
the attacks of September the 11th, 2001. 
Each of you has volunteered to wear our Na-
tion’s uniform in a time of war, knowing all 
the risks and dangers that accompany mili-
tary service. Our citizens are grateful for your 
devotion of duty, and America is proud of 
the men and women at the U.S. Naval Acad-
emy. 

I thank Admiral Rempt for his invitation 
to come and give this speech. I appreciate 
Admiral Mike Mullen. I’m traveling today 
with a man who’s done a fine job as the Sec-
retary of Defense, Secretary of Defense 
Donald Rumsfeld—Navy Aviator Don 
Rumsfeld. I’m proud that the Governor of 
the great State of Maryland, Bob Ehrlich, 
and his wife, Kendel, is with us. Thanks for 
being here, Governor. 

So appreciate that Members of the United 
States Congress have joined us, starting with 
the Chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Senator John Warner of the 
State of Virginia—former Secretary of the 
United States Navy, I might add. Chairman 
of the House Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence, Congressman Pete Hoekstra, 
from the State of Arizona, Congressman John 
Shadegg, and from the State of Indiana, Con-
gressman Mike Pence, I’m honored you all 
came. Thanks for being here. 

Appreciate the mayor of the city of Annap-
olis, Mayor Ellen Moyer, joining us. I want 
to thank all the State and local officials. I 
want to thank the faculty members here. 
Thank you all for letting me come by. 

Six months ago, I came here to address 
the graduating class of 2005. I spoke to them 
about the importance of their service in the 
first war of the 21st century, the global war 
on terror. I told the class of 2005 that 4 years 
at this Academy had prepared them morally, 
mentally, and physically for the challenges 

ahead. And now they’re meeting those chal-
lenges as officers of the United States Navy 
and Marine Corps. 

Some of your former classmates are train-
ing with Navy SEAL teams that will storm 
terrorist safe houses in lightning raids. Others 
are preparing to lead Marine rifle platoons 
that will hunt the enemy in the mountains 
of Afghanistan and the streets of Iraqi cities. 
Others are training as naval aviators who will 
fly combat missions over the skies of Afghani-
stan and Iraq and elsewhere. Still others are 
training as sailors and submariners who will 
deliver the combat power of the United 
States to the farthest regions of the world 
and deliver compassionate assistance to those 
suffering from natural disasters. Whatever 
their chosen mission, every graduate of the 
class of 2005 is bringing honor to the uniform 
and helping us bring victory in the war on 
terror. 

In the years ahead, you’ll join them in the 
fight. Your service is needed because our Na-
tion is engaged in a war that is being fought 
on many fronts, from the streets of Western 
cities to the mountains of Afghanistan, the 
islands of Southeast Asia, and the Horn of 
Africa. This war is going to take many turns, 
and the enemy must be defeated on every 
battlefield. Yet the terrorists have made it 
clear that Iraq is the central front in their 
war against humanity, and so we must recog-
nize Iraq as the central front in the war on 
terror. 

As we fight the enemy in Iraq, every man 
and woman who volunteers to defend our 
Nation deserves an unwavering commitment 
to the mission and a clear strategy for victory. 
A clear strategy begins with a clear under-
standing of the enemy we face. The enemy 
in Iraq is a combination of rejectionists, 
Saddamists, and terrorists. The rejectionists 
are by far the largest group. These are ordi-
nary Iraqis, mostly Sunni Arabs, who miss 
the privileged status they had under the re-
gime of Saddam Hussein, and they reject an 
Iraq in which they’re no longer the dominant 
group. 

Not all Sunnis fall into the rejectionist 
camp. Of those that do, most are not actively 
fighting us, but some give aid and comfort 
to the enemy. Many Sunnis boycotted the 
January elections, yet as democracy takes 
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hold in Iraq, they are recognizing that opting 
out of the democratic process has hurt their 
interests. And today, those who advocate vio-
lent opposition are being increasingly iso-
lated by Sunnis who choose peaceful partici-
pation in the democratic process. Sunnis 
voted in the recent constitutional ref-
erendum in large numbers, and Sunni coali-
tions have formed to compete in next 
month’s elections—or this month’s elections. 
We believe that over time, most rejectionists 
will be persuaded to support a democratic 
Iraq led by a Federal Government that is a 
strong enough Government to protect minor-
ity rights. 

The second group that makes up the 
enemy in Iraq is smaller but more deter-
mined. It contains former regime loyalists 
who held positions of power under Saddam 
Hussein, people who still harbor dreams of 
returning to power. These hardcore 
Saddamists are trying to foment antidemo-
cratic sentiment amongst the larger Sunni 
community. They lack popular support and 
therefore cannot stop Iraq’s democratic 
progress. And over time, they can be 
marginalized and defeated by the Iraqi peo-
ple and the security forces of a free Iraq. 

The third group is the smallest but the 
most lethal, the terrorists affiliated with or 
inspired by Al Qaida. Many are foreigners 
who are coming to fight freedom’s progress 
in Iraq. This group includes terrorists from 
Saudi Arabia and Syria and Iran and Egypt 
and Sudan and Yemen and Libya and other 
countries. Our commanders believe they’re 
responsible for most of the suicide bombings 
and the beheadings and the other atrocities 
we see on our television. 

They’re led by a brutal terrorist named 
Zarqawi, Al Qaida’s chief of operations in 
Iraq, who has pledged his allegiance to 
Usama bin Laden. Their objective is to drive 
the United States and coalition forces out of 
Iraq, and to use the vacuum that would be 
created by an American retreat to gain con-
trol of the country. They would then use Iraq 
as a base from which to launch attacks against 
America and overthrow moderate govern-
ments in the Middle East and try to establish 
a totalitarian Islamic empire that reaches 
from Indonesia to Spain. That’s their stated 

objective. That’s what their leadership has 
said. 

These terrorists have nothing to offer the 
Iraqi people. All they have is the capacity 
and the willingness to kill the innocent and 
create chaos for the cameras. They are trying 
to shake our will to achieve their stated ob-
jectives. They will fail. America’s will is 
strong, and they will fail because the power— 
because the will to power is no match for 
the universal desire to live in liberty. 

The terrorists in Iraq share the same ide-
ology as the terrorists who struck the United 
States on September the 11th. Those terror-
ists share the same ideology with those who 
blew up commuters in London and Madrid, 
murdered tourists in Bali, workers in Riyadh, 
and guests at a wedding in Amman, Jordan. 
Just last week, they massacred Iraqi children 
and their parents at a toy giveaway outside 
an Iraqi hospital. 

This is an enemy without conscience, and 
they cannot be appeased. If we’re not fight-
ing and destroying this enemy in Iraq, they 
would not be idle. They would be plotting 
and killing Americans across the world and 
within our own borders. By fighting these 
terrorists in Iraq, Americans in uniform are 
defeating a direct threat to the American 
people. Against this adversary, there is only 
one effective response: We will never back 
down; we will never give in; and we will never 
accept anything less than complete victory. 

To achieve victory over such enemies, we 
are pursuing a comprehensive strategy in 
Iraq. Americans should have a clear under-
standing of this strategy—how we look at the 
war, how we see the enemy, how we define 
victory, and what we’re doing to achieve it. 
So today we’re releasing a document called 
the ‘‘National Strategy for Victory in Iraq.’’ 
This is an unclassified version of the strategy 
we’ve been pursuing in Iraq, and it is posted 
on the White House web site, 
whitehouse.gov. I urge all Americans to read 
it. 

Our strategy in Iraq has three elements. 
On the political side, we know that free soci-
eties are peaceful societies, so we’re helping 
the Iraqis build a free society with inclusive 
democratic institutions that will protect the 
interests of all Iraqis. We’re working with the 
Iraqis to help them engage those who can 
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be persuaded to join the new Iraq and to 
marginalize those who never will. On the se-
curity side, coalition and Iraqi security forces 
are on the offensive against the enemy, clean-
ing out areas controlled by the terrorists and 
Saddam loyalists, leaving Iraqi forces to hold 
territory taken from the enemy, and fol-
lowing up with targeted reconstruction to 
help Iraqis rebuild their lives. 

As we fight the terrorists, we’re working 
to build capable and effective Iraqi security 
forces so they can take the lead in the fight 
and eventually take responsibility for the 
safety and security of their citizens without 
major foreign assistance. 

And on the economic side, we’re helping 
the Iraqis rebuild their infrastructure, reform 
their economy, and build the prosperity that 
will give all Iraqis a stake in a free and peace-
ful Iraq. In doing all this, we’ve involved the 
United Nations, other international organiza-
tions, our coalition partners, and supportive 
regional states in helping Iraqis build their 
future. 

In the days ahead, I’ll be discussing the 
various pillars of our strategy in Iraq. Today 
I want to speak in depth about one aspect 
of this strategy that will be critical to the vic-
tory in Iraq, and that’s the training of Iraqi 
security forces. To defeat the terrorists and 
marginalize the Saddamists and rejectionists, 
Iraqis need strong military and police forces. 
Iraqi troops bring knowledge and capabilities 
to the fight that coalition forces cannot. 

Iraqis know their people. They know their 
language, and they know their culture, and 
they know who the terrorists are. Iraqi forces 
are earning the trust of their countrymen, 
who are willing to help them in the fight 
against the enemy. As the Iraqi forces grow 
in number, they’re helping to keep a better 
hold on the cities taken from the enemy. And 
as the Iraqi forces grow more capable, they 
are increasingly taking the lead in the fight 
against the terrorists. Our goal is to train 
enough Iraqi forces so they can carry the 
fight, and this will take time and patience. 
And it’s worth the time, and it’s worth the 
effort because Iraqis and Americans share a 
common enemy, and when that enemy is de-
feated in Iraq, Americans will be safer here 
at home. 

The training of the Iraqi security forces 
is an enormous task, and it always hasn’t gone 
smoothly. We all remember the reports of 
some Iraqi security forces running from the 
fight more than a year ago. Yet in the past 
year, Iraqi forces have made real progress. 

At this time last year, there were only a 
handful of Iraqi battalions ready for combat. 
Now there are over 120 Iraqi army and police 
combat battalions in the fight against the ter-
rorists, typically comprised of between 350 
and 800 Iraqi forces. Of these, about 80 Iraqi 
battalions are fighting side by side with coali-
tion forces, and about 40 others are taking 
the lead in the fight. Most of these 40 battal-
ions are controlling their own battle space 
and conducting their own operations against 
the terrorists with some coalition support, 
and they’re helping to turn the tide of this 
struggle in freedom’s favor. America and our 
troops are proud to stand side by side with 
these brave Iraqi fighters. 

The progress of the Iraqi forces is espe-
cially clear when the recent antiterrorist op-
erations in Tall ‘Afar are compared with last 
year’s assault in Fallujah. In Fallujah, the as-
sault was led by nine coalition battalions 
made up primarily of United States Marines 
and Army, with six Iraqi battalions sup-
porting them. The Iraqis fought and sus-
tained casualties. Yet in most situations, the 
Iraqi role was limited to protecting the flanks 
of coalition forces and securing ground that 
had already been cleared out by our troops. 
This year in Tall ‘Afar, it was a very different 
story. 

The assault was primarily led by Iraqi secu-
rity forces, 11 Iraqi battalions, backed by 5 
coalition battalions providing support. Many 
Iraqi units conducted their own antiterrorist 
operations and controlled their own battle 
space, hunting for enemy fighters and secur-
ing neighborhoods block by block. To con-
solidate their military success, Iraqi units 
stayed behind to help maintain law and 
order, and reconstruction projects have been 
started to improve infrastructure and create 
jobs and provide hope. 

One of the Iraqi soldiers who fought in 
Tall ‘Afar was a private named Tarek Hazem. 
This brave Iraqi fighter says, quote, ‘‘We’re 
not afraid. We’re here to protect our country. 
All we feel is motivated to kill the terrorists,’’ 
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end quote. Iraqi forces not only cleared the 
city; they held it. And because of the skill 
and courage of the Iraqi forces, the citizens 
of Tall ‘Afar were able to vote in October’s 
constitutional referendum. 

As Iraqi forces increasingly take the lead 
in the fight against the terrorists, they’re also 
taking control of more and more Iraqi terri-
tory. At this moment, over 30 Iraqi army bat-
talions have assumed primary control of their 
own areas of responsibility. In Baghdad, Iraqi 
battalions have taken over major sectors of 
the capital, including some of the city’s 
toughest neighborhoods. Last year, the area 
around Baghdad’s Haifa Street was so thick 
with terrorists that it earned the nickname 
‘‘Purple Heart Boulevard.’’ Then Iraqi forces 
took responsibility for this dangerous neigh-
borhood, and attacks are now down. 

Our coalition has handed over roughly 90 
square miles of Baghdad province to Iraqi 
security forces. Iraqi battalions have taken 
over responsibility for areas in south-central 
Iraq, sectors of southeast Iraq, sectors of 
western Iraq, and sectors of north-central 
Iraq. As Iraqi forces take responsibility for 
more of their own territory, coalition forces 
can concentrate on training Iraqis and hunt-
ing down high-value targets, like the terrorist 
Zarqawi and his associates. 

We’re also transferring forward operating 
bases to Iraqi control. Over a dozen bases 
in Iraq have been handed over to the Iraqi 
Government, including Saddam Hussein’s 
former palace in Tikrit, which has served as 
the coalition headquarters in one of Iraq’s 
most dangerous regions. From many of these 
bases, the Iraqi security forces are planning 
and executing operations against the terror-
ists and bringing security and pride to the 
Iraqi people. 

Progress by the Iraqi security forces has 
come, in part, because we learned from our 
earlier experiences and made changes in the 
way we help train Iraqi troops. When our 
coalition first arrived, we began the process 
of creating an Iraqi army to defend the coun-
try from external threats and an Iraqi civil 
defense corps to help provide the security 
within Iraq’s borders. The civil defense 
forces did not have sufficient firepower or 
training. They proved to be no match for an 
enemy armed with machine guns, rocket- 

propelled grenades, and mortars, so the ap-
proach was adjusted. Working with Iraq’s 
leaders, we moved the civil defense forces 
into the Iraqi army. We changed the way 
they’re trained and equipped, and we fo-
cused the army’s mission on defeating those 
fighting against a free Iraq, whether internal 
or external. 

Now, all Iraqi army recruits receive about 
the same length of basic training as new re-
cruits in the U.S. Army, a 5-week core 
course, followed by an additional 3 to 7 
weeks of specialized training. With coalition 
help, Iraqis have established schools for the 
Iraqi military services, an Iraqi military acad-
emy, a noncommissioned officer academy, a 
military police school, a bomb disposal 
school, and NATO has established an Iraqi 
Joint Staff College. There’s also an increased 
focus on leadership training, with profes-
sional development courses for Iraqi squad 
leaders and platoon sergeants and warrant of-
ficers and sergeants major. A new generation 
of Iraqi officers is being trained, leaders who 
will lead their forces with skill so they can 
defeat the terrorists and secure their own 
freedom. 

Similar changes have taken place in the 
training of the Iraqi police. When our coali-
tion first arrived, Iraqi police recruits spent 
too much time of their training in classroom 
lectures, and they received limited training 
in the use of small arms. This did not ade-
quately prepare them for the fight they 
would face. And so we changed the way the 
Iraqi police are trained. Now, police recruits 
spend more of their time outside the class-
room with intensive hands-on training in 
antiterrorism operations and real-world sur-
vival skills. 

Iraq has now six basic police academies 
and one in Jordan that together produce over 
3,500 new police officers every 10 weeks. 
The Baghdad police academy has simulation 
models where Iraqis train to stop IED at-
tacks and operate roadblocks. And because 
Iraqi police are not just facing common 
criminals, they are getting live-fire training 
with AK–47s. 

As more and more skilled Iraqi security 
forces have come on line, there’s been an-
other important change in the way new Iraqi 
recruits are trained. When the training effort 
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began, nearly all the trainers came from coa-
lition countries. Today, the vast majority of 
Iraqi police and army recruits are being 
taught by Iraqi instructors. By training the 
trainers, we’re helping Iraqis create an insti-
tutional capability that will allow the Iraqi 
forces to continue to develop and grow, long 
after coalition forces have left Iraq. 

As the training has improved, so has the 
quality of the recruits being trained. Even 
though the terrorists are targeting Iraqi po-
lice and army recruits, there is no shortage 
of Iraqis who are willing to risk their lives 
to secure the future of a free Iraq. 

The efforts to include more Sunnis in the 
future of Iraq were given a significant boost 
earlier this year. More than 60 influential 
Sunni clerics issued a fatwa calling on young 
Sunnis to join the Iraqi security forces, quote, 
‘‘for the sake of preserving the souls, prop-
erty, and honor’’ of the Iraqi people. These 
religious leaders are helping to make the 
Iraqi security forces a truly national institu-
tion, one that is able to serve, protect, and 
defend all the Iraqi people. 

Some critics dismiss this progress and 
point to the fact that only one Iraqi battalion 
has achieved complete independence from 
the coalition. To achieve complete independ-
ence, an Iraqi battalion must do more than 
fight the enemy on its own; it must also have 
the ability to provide its own support ele-
ments, including logistics, airlift, intelligence, 
and command and control through their min-
istries. 

Not every Iraqi unit has to meet this level 
of capability in order for the Iraqi security 
forces to take the lead in the fight against 
the enemy. As a matter of fact, there are 
some battalions from NATO militaries that 
would not be able to meet this standard. The 
facts are that Iraqi units are growing more 
independent and more capable. They are de-
fending their new democracy with courage 
and determination. They’re in the fight 
today, and they will be in the fight for free-
dom tomorrow. 

We’re also helping Iraqis build the institu-
tions they need to support their own forces. 
For example, a national depot has been es-
tablished north of Baghdad that is respon-
sible for supplying the logistical needs of the 
ten divisions of the Iraqi army. Regional sup-

port units and base support units have been 
created across the country with the mission 
of supplying their own war fighters. Iraqis 
now have a small air force, that recently con-
ducted its first combat airlift operations, 
bringing Iraqi troops to the front in Tall 
‘Afar. The new Iraqi navy is now helping to 
protect the vital ports of Basra and Umm 
Qasr. An Iraqi military intelligence school 
has been established to produce skilled Iraqi 
intelligence analysts and collectors. By taking 
all these steps, we’re helping the Iraqi secu-
rity forces become self-supporting so they 
can take the fight to the enemy and so they 
can sustain themselves in the fight. 

Over the past 21⁄2 years, we’ve faced some 
setbacks in standing up a capable Iraqi secu-
rity force, and their performance is still un-
even in some areas. Yet many of those forces 
have made real gains over the past year, and 
Iraqi soldiers take pride in their progress. An 
Iraqi first lieutenant named Shoqutt de-
scribes the transformation of his unit this 
way: ‘‘I really think we’ve turned the corner 
here. At first, the whole country didn’t take 
us seriously. Now things are different. Our 
guys are hungry to demonstrate their skill 
and to show the world.’’ 

Our troops in Iraq see the gains that Iraqis 
are making. Lieutenant Colonel Todd Wood 
of Richmond Hill, Georgia, is training Iraqi 
forces in Saddam Hussein’s hometown of 
Tikrit. He says this about Iraqi units he’s 
working with: ‘‘They’re pretty much ready to 
go it on their own. What they’re doing now 
would have been impossible a year ago. 
These guys are patriots, willing to go out 
knowing the insurgents would like nothing 
better than to kill them and their families. 
They’re getting better, and they’ll keep get-
ting better.’’ 

Our commanders on the ground see the 
gains the Iraqis are making. General Marty 
Dempsey is the commander of the Multi-
national Security Transition Command. 
Here’s what he says about the transformation 
of the Iraqi security forces: ‘‘It’s beyond de-
scription. They are far better equipped, far 
better trained’’ than they once were. The 
Iraqis, General Dempsey says, are ‘‘increas-
ingly in control of their future and their own 
security—the Iraqi security forces are regain-
ing control of the country.’’ 
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As the Iraqi security forces stand up, their 
confidence is growing, and they’re taking on 
tougher and more important missions on 
their own. As the Iraqi security forces stand 
up, the confidence of the Iraqi people is 
growing, and Iraqis are providing the vital 
intelligence needed to track down the terror-
ists. And as the Iraqi security forces stand 
up, coalition forces can stand down, and 
when our mission of defeating the terrorists 
in Iraq is complete, our troops will return 
home to a proud nation. 

This is a goal our Iraqi allies share. An 
Iraqi army sergeant named Abbass Abdul 
Jabar puts it this way: ‘‘We have to help the 
coalition forces as much as we can to give 
them a chance to go home. These guys have 
been helping us. Now we have to protect our 
own families.’’ America will help the Iraqis 
so they can protect their families and secure 
their free nation. We will stay as long as nec-
essary to complete the mission. If our mili-
tary leaders tell me we need more troops, 
I will send them. 

For example, we’ve increased our force 
levels in Iraq to 160,000, up from 137,000, 
in preparation for the December elections. 
My commanders tell me that as Iraqi forces 
become more capable, the mission of our 
forces in Iraq will continue to change. We 
will continue to shift from providing security 
and conducting operations against the enemy 
nationwide to conducting more specialized 
operations targeted at the most dangerous 
terrorists. We will increasingly move out of 
Iraqi cities, reduce the number of bases from 
which we operate, and conduct fewer patrols 
and convoys. 

As the Iraqi forces gain experience and the 
political process advances, we will be able 
to decrease our troop levels in Iraq without 
losing our capability to defeat the terrorists. 
These decisions about troop levels will be 
driven by the conditions on the ground in 
Iraq and the good judgment of our com-
manders, not by artificial timetables set by 
politicians in Washington. 

Some are calling for a deadline for with-
drawal. Many advocating an artificial time-
table for withdrawing our troops are sincere, 
but I believe they’re sincerely wrong. Pulling 
our troops out before they’ve achieved their 
purpose is not a plan for victory. As Demo-

cratic Senator Joe Lieberman said recently, 
setting an artificial timetable would ‘‘discour-
age our troops because it seems to be head-
ing for the door. It will encourage the terror-
ists. It will confuse the Iraqi people.’’ 

Senator Lieberman is right. Setting an arti-
ficial deadline to withdraw would send a mes-
sage across the world that America is weak 
and an unreliable ally. Setting an artificial 
deadline to withdraw would send a signal to 
our enemies that if they wait long enough, 
America will cut and run and abandon its 
friends. And setting an artificial deadline to 
withdraw would vindicate the terrorists’ tac-
tics of beheadings and suicide bombings and 
mass murder and invite new attacks on 
America. To all who wear the uniform, I 
make you this pledge: America will not run 
in the face of car bombers and assassins so 
long as I am your Commander in Chief. 

As we train Iraqis to take more responsi-
bility in the battle with the terrorists, we’re 
also helping them build a democracy that is 
worthy of their sacrifice. And in just over 21⁄2 
years, the Iraqi people have made incredible 
progress on the road to lasting freedom. 
Iraqis have gone from living under the boot 
of a brutal tyrant to liberation, free elections, 
and a democratic constitution. And in 15 
days, they will go to the polls to elect a fully 
constitutional government that will lead them 
for the next 4 years. 

With each ballot cast, the Iraqi people 
have sent a clear message to the terrorists: 
Iraqis will not be intimidated. The Iraqi peo-
ple will determine the destiny of their coun-
try. The future of Iraq belongs to freedom. 
Despite the costs, the pain, and the danger, 
Iraqis are showing courage and are moving 
forward to build a free society and a lasting 
democracy in the heart of the Middle East, 
and the United States of America will help 
them succeed. 

Some critics continue to assert that we 
have no plan in Iraq except to, quote, ‘‘stay 
the course.’’ If by ‘‘stay the course,’’ they 
mean we will not allow the terrorists to break 
our will, they’re right. If by ‘‘stay the course,’’ 
they mean we will not permit Al Qaida to 
turn Iraq into what Afghanistan was under 
the Taliban, a safe haven for terrorism and 
a launching pad for attacks on America, 
they’re right as well. If by ‘‘stay the course’’ 
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they mean that we’re not learning from our 
experiences or adjusting our tactics to meet 
the challenges on the ground, then they’re 
flat wrong. As our top commander in Iraq, 
General Casey, has said, ‘‘Our commanders 
on the ground are continuously adapting and 
adjusting, not only to what the enemy does 
but also to try to out-think the enemy and 
get ahead of him.’’ Our strategy in Iraq is 
clear; our tactics are flexible and dynamic. 
We have changed them as conditions re-
quired, and they are bringing us victory 
against a brutal enemy. 

Victory in Iraq will demand the continued 
determination and resolve of the American 
people. It will also demand the strength and 
personal courage of the men and women who 
wear our Nation’s uniform. And as the future 
officers of the United States Navy and Ma-
rine Corps, you’re preparing to join this fight. 
You do so at a time when there is a vigorous 
debate about the war in Iraq. I know that 
for our men and women in uniform, this de-
bate can be unsettling. When you’re risking 
your life to accomplish a mission, the last 
thing you want to hear is that mission being 
questioned in our Nation’s Capital. I want 
you to know that while there may be a lot 
of heated rhetoric in Washington, DC, one 
thing is not in dispute: The American people 
stand behind you. 

And we should not fear the debate in 
Washington. It’s one of the great strengths 
of our democracy that we can discuss our 
differences openly and honestly, even at 
times of war. Your service makes that free-
dom possible. And today, because of the men 
and women in our military, people are ex-
pressing their opinions freely in the streets 
of Baghdad as well. 

Most Americans want two things in Iraq: 
They want to see our troops win, and they 
want to see our troops come home as soon 
as possible. And those are my goals as well. 
I will settle for nothing less than complete 
victory. In World War II, victory came when 
the Empire of Japan surrendered on the deck 
of the U.S.S. Missouri. In Iraq, there will not 
be a signing ceremony on the deck of a bat-
tleship. Victory will come when the terrorists 
and Saddamists can no longer threaten Iraq’s 
democracy, when the Iraqi security forces 
can provide for the safety of their own citi-

zens, and when Iraq is not a safe haven for 
terrorists to plot new attacks on our Nation. 

As we make progress toward victory, Iraqis 
will take more responsibility for their secu-
rity, and fewer U.S. forces will be needed 
to complete the mission. America will not 
abandon Iraq. We will not turn that country 
over to the terrorists and put the American 
people at risk. Iraq will be a free nation and 
a strong ally in the Middle East, and this will 
add to the security of the American people. 

In the short run, we’re going to bring jus-
tice to our enemies. In the long run, the best 
way to ensure the security of our own citizens 
is to spread the hope of freedom across the 
broader Middle East. We’ve seen freedom 
conquer evil and secure the peace before. 
In World War II, free nations came together 
to fight the ideology of fascism, and freedom 
prevailed. And today, Germany and Japan are 
democracies, and they are allies in securing 
the peace. In the cold war, freedom defeated 
the ideology of communism and led to a 
democratic movement that freed the nations 
of Eastern and Central Europe from Soviet 
domination, and today, these nations are al-
lies in the war on terror. 

Today in the Middle East, freedom is once 
again contending with an ideology that seeks 
to sow anger and hatred and despair. And 
like fascism and communism before, the 
hateful ideologies that use terror will be de-
feated by the unstoppable power of freedom. 
And as democracy spreads in the Middle 
East, these countries will become allies in 
the cause of peace. 

Advancing the cause of freedom and de-
mocracy in the Middle East begins with en-
suring the success of a free Iraq. Freedom’s 
victory in that country will inspire democratic 
reformers from Damascus to Tehran and 
spread hope across a troubled region and lift 
a terrible threat from the lives of our citizens. 
By strengthening Iraqi democracy, we will 
gain a partner in the cause of peace and mod-
eration in the Muslim world and an ally in 
the worldwide struggle against the terrorists. 

Advancing the ideal of democracy and self- 
government is the mission that created our 
Nation, and now it is the calling of a new 
generation of Americans. We will meet the 
challenge of our time. We will answer his-
tory’s call with confidence because we know 
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that freedom is the destiny of every man, 
woman, and child on this Earth. 

Before our mission in Iraq is accom-
plished, there will be tough days ahead. A 
time of war is a time of sacrifice, and we’ve 
lost some very fine men and women in this 
war on terror. Many of you know comrades 
and classmates who left our shores to defend 
freedom and who did not live to make the 
journey home. We pray for the military fami-
lies who mourn the loss of loved ones. We 
hold them in our hearts, and we honor their 
memory of every fallen soldier, sailor, air-
man, coastguardsman, and marine. 

One of those fallen heroes is a marine cor-
poral named Jeff Starr, who was killed fight-
ing the terrorists in Ramadi earlier this year. 
After he died, a letter was found on his laptop 
computer. Here’s what he wrote, he said, ‘‘If 
you’re reading this, then I’ve died in Iraq. 
I don’t regret going. Everybody dies, but few 
get to do it for something as important as 
freedom. It may seem confusing why we are 
in Iraq. It’s not to me. I’m here helping these 
people, so they can live the way we live, not 
to have to worry about tyrants or vicious dic-
tators. Others have died for my freedom, now 
this is my mark.’’ 

There is only one way to honor the sac-
rifice of Corporal Starr and his fallen com-
rades, and that is to take up their mantle, 
carry on the fight, and complete their mis-
sion. 

We will take the fight to the terrorists. We 
will help the Iraqi people lay the foundations 
of a strong democracy that can govern itself, 
sustain itself, and defend itself. And by laying 
the foundations of freedom in Iraq, we will 
lay the foundation of peace for generations 
to come. 

You all are the ones who will help accom-
plish all this. Our freedom and our way of 
life are in your hands, and they’re in the best 
of hands. I want to thank you for your service 
to the cause of freedom. I want to thank you 
for wearing the uniform. May God bless you 
all, and may God continue to bless the 
United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. in Alumni 
Hall at the U.S. Naval Academy. In his remarks, 
he referred to Vice Adm. Rodney P. Rempt, USN, 
superintendent, U.S. Naval Academy; Adm. Mi-
chael G. Mullen, USN, Chief of Naval Operations; 

former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; senior 
Al Qaida associate Abu Musab Al Zarqawi; Usama 
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi-
zation; Lt. Col. Todd Wood, USA, commander, 
2d Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, Task Force 
Liberty; and Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. 

Remarks at a Reception for 
Senatorial Candidate Michael S. 
Steele in Baltimore, Maryland 

November 30, 2005 

The President. Thank you. As Maryland 
builds the bridge, you might as well make 
it a ‘‘Steele’’ bridge. I’m proud to be here 
to say to the good folks of this important 
State, Michael Steele is the right man for 
the United States Senate. 

He’s a decent man. He’s an honorable 
man. He’s a family man. Those are the kind 
of traits you want when you elect somebody 
to the United States Senate. And there’s no 
doubt in my mind he’s going to win. People 
from both political parties are going to realize 
this man is capable of doing the job, that 
he’ll bring dignity to the office, that he’ll help 
heal racial wounds, that he’ll show there’s a 
future for everybody in the State of Mary-
land. 

Michael has got a record. He’s served— 
you know, one of the things people look at 
when they’re looking at people running for 
office, do they know anything about the 
economy. The truth of the matter is a lot 
of people are wondering whether or not 
they’re going to have a job. And under the 
Ehrlich-Steele administration, the unem-
ployment rate here in Maryland is 4.1 per-
cent. That’s a record. It means people are 
working. You can forget all the politics rhet-
oric. People need to look at the bottom line. 
People of this State are working. They’re able 
to make a living. 

I’ve got some good economic news for our 
Nation. The latest economic growth is at 4.3 
percent. America’s workers and businesses 
have overcome the challenges of two hurri-
canes and high energy prices, so the third 
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quarter growth is at the 4.3 percent. It’s the 
fastest rate in nearly 2 years. 

Just goes to show that when Government 
unleashes the power and potential of the 
American worker, the small-business owner, 
the entrepreneurs, when America promotes 
free markets, lower taxes, and less regula-
tions, the country will continue to prosper 
and maintain our economic leadership in the 
world. You need to put Michael Steele in 
the United States Senate because he under-
stands that small businesses create the jobs. 

I appreciate Andrea Steele. I appreciate 
her standing by her man during this cam-
paign. She’s going to be a great—a great Sen-
ator’s wife. Michael married well, and so did 
I. [Laughter] And Laura sends all her best. 

Lt. Gov. Michael S. Steele of Maryland. 
Thank you very much. 

The President. I want to thank you all 
for being here. I want to thank you for con-
tributing to this good man. You see, when 
you’re out there running for office, some-
times it may feel a little lonely, until you walk 
into a room just like this. [Laughter] It’s hard 
to feel lonely when you’ve got this kind of 
support, Michael. 

Lt. Gov. Steele. Yes, it is. 
The President. It’s important that you 

contribute to his campaign the way you have, 
and I want to thank you for doing that. It’s 
also important that you contribute by talking 
to your neighbors and when the time comes, 
to pick up the telephone and encourage peo-
ple to vote. And when you’re doing so, make 
sure you not only include Republicans but 
Democrats and independents as well. You 
see, people in this country want there to be 
honest Government. No matter what party 
they’re from, they want a decent, honorable 
man to represent them. And in Michael 
Steele, you’ve got such a person. 

I like his attitude about education. And I 
hope the people of Maryland do as well. Lis-
ten to what he said. He said, ‘‘We need to 
replace the systems that trap poor kids in fail-
ing schools.’’ In other words, his vision is to 
focus on the children, not the system, but 
the children. He agrees with me; no child 
should be left behind in America. And when 
we find success, we’ll praise success. But 
when we find failure, we’ve got to have the 
courage to challenge the status quo, to insist 

upon high standards and excellence for every 
single child, not only in Maryland but around 
the country. He’ll be a great United States 
Senator when it comes to education. 

I appreciate Michael Steele helping to 
launch the Governor’s Office of Community 
Initiatives here in Maryland. It’s part of the 
Faith-Based Initiative. The Faith-Based Ini-
tiative recognizes there’s a limitation to the 
capabilities of Government to cause people 
to love one another. Government is about 
law and justice—that’s what Government is. 
But love comes from a higher calling. And 
there are thousands of our fellow citizens 
who have heard that call to love a neighbor 
just like they’d like to be loved themselves 
and are willing to serve in some of the darkest 
communities and areas of our country, where 
people don’t have hope, where the light 
doesn’t shine in. But the light can shine in 
if we unleash the vast potential of America, 
the great compassion. And Michael Steele 
understands that. 

Michael will come to Washington, DC— 
and he’s coming, by the way, with a nation 
that is at war. I wish I could report to you 
that we’re not at war, but we are. And we 
need Members of the United States Senate 
who understand the reality of the world in 
which we live. 

There’s an enemy out there that still wants 
to do us harm. And they want to because 
their vision of the future is completely oppo-
site from ours. We believe in freedom. We 
believe in the right for people to worship 
freely, to speak their mind freely, to print 
their editorials freely. That’s what we believe. 
They believe in the opposite. They resent 
freedom. They have a totalitarian view of the 
world that says, ‘‘You either believe it my 
way, or you’re going to be in trouble.’’ And 
they want to spread that vision around the 
world. How do I know? They’ve told us, and 
we’ve got to take their words seriously. 

We should never forget the lessons of Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, that there’s an enemy 
out there willing to inflict great harm on the 
American people. And because we’re not 
going to change in our beliefs about freedom, 
they’re not going to change in their beliefs 
about causing us harm. And therefore, 
there’s only one thing we need to do, and 
that is to stay on the offensive, bring these 
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people to justice for hurting American peo-
ple. 

And a Senator Michael Steele will under-
stand that. The people of Maryland will send 
somebody to the United States Senate who 
understands the high stakes of the world in 
which we live, the need to stay firm in our— 
and have strong resolve in doing our duty, 
which is to protect the American people. The 
enemy has declared that Iraq is the central 
front in the war on terror, and we got to take 
them for their word. 

Today I gave a speech in Annapolis. I 
made it abundantly clear to the American 
people we have one objective in Iraq, and 
that is victory, to make sure that we secure 
the American homeland by defeating the 
enemy in Iraq. And we got a strategy to do 
that. On the one hand, we’re helping Iraq 
develop a democracy. Think of what’s hap-
pened in that country in 21⁄2 years, and com-
pare it to other democracies such as our own. 

In 21⁄2 years, they’ve gone from brutal dic-
tator, enemy of America, was on a state spon-
sored list for terror, at the very minimum 
had the capability of developing weapons of 
mass destruction if the world looked the 
other way, a dictator who had been sent in 
front of the United Nations 15 or 16 different 
times with resolutions—the whole world rec-
ognized the evil nature of this person. And 
then they were liberated, and then they had 
elections, and then they ratified the Constitu-
tion. And now they’re going to have elections 
on December the 15th, all in 21⁄2 years. De-
mocracy is on the move. A free society is 
emerging. 

And people say, ‘‘Why is that important?’’ 
Well, free societies yield the peace. History 
has proven that democracies are peaceful— 
yield the peaceful countries. And we need 
allies in the war against these terrorists, and 
we’re going to have one when we succeed 
in Iraq. 

The other part of our strategy is to have 
the Iraqis defend their own country, is to 
train them so they can take the fight, is to 
prepare them to defeat the terrorists who 
want to use Iraq as a safe haven. These ter-
rorists have no philosophy; they got no ide-
ology that says the world will be better. The 
only thing they’ve got is the capacity and the 

willingness to kill innocent people. That’s the 
only weapon they have. 

What they’re trying to do is to get on our 
TV screens and shake our will and cause us 
to leave before we have completed the mis-
sion so they can have Iraq as a safe haven 
to plot, plan, and to spread their totalitarian 
vision. They don’t understand America. Our 
will will not be shaken. We will complete the 
mission and free Iraq. 

And it’s going to be important for this im-
portant State to have a United States Senator 
who understands the stakes. And Michael 
Steele understands the duty of protecting the 
American people. He understands the im-
portance of supporting our troops in harm’s 
way. Anytime we’ve got a man or woman in 
uniform in harm’s way, he or she deserves 
the full support of the United States Govern-
ment, and Michael Steele as a Senator will 
do that. 

I also look forward to working with Senator 
Steele when it comes the advancing democ-
racy around the world. You know, I just came 
back from the Far East, where I went to 
South Korea, Japan, China, and Mongolia. 
As an aside, it is a huge honor to represent 
the United States overseas. I mean, we are 
such a compassionate, decent nation it is an 
honor to stand up in other parts of the world 
and say—talk to people about the values we 
believe in. And during my visit there, I spent 
time with Prime Minister Koizumi of Japan. 
That’s nothing unusual about the U.S. Presi-
dent sitting down with the Prime Minister 
from Japan. But it is when you put it in his-
torical context. 

And we were talking about the peace. The 
Prime Minister and I were talking about how 
to help Iraq become a democracy, under-
standing that a democracy in the heart of the 
Middle East will defy the terrorists’ ambi-
tions for spreading a totalitarian regime, that 
democracy is the only system that allows peo-
ple to have hope for the long run, and that 
helps defeat resentment and the bitterness 
that they use to recruit their suiciders. We 
talked about North Korea, how to make the 
Korean Peninsula nuclear-free so that the 
world is more peaceful. 

In other words, we’re talking about laying 
the foundation for peace, and yet it was only 
60 years ago that my dad and many of your 
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relatives fought the Japanese. They were the 
sworn enemy of the United States of Amer-
ica. And here it is, 60 years later, that the 
son of a Navy bomber pilot who fought in 
Japan was sitting down with the Prime Min-
ister of our former enemy, talking of peace. 

So what happened? What historical lesson 
can we draw from that? Well, the lesson is, 
is that Japan adopted a Japanese-style de-
mocracy. See, democracies are peaceful soci-
eties. History has proven democracy yields 
the peace. And what you’re seeing unfolding 
in the hard work we’re doing today is laying 
the foundation for peace. Someday an Amer-
ican President and a United States Senator 
is going to look back at this generation’s call 
and say, ‘‘Thank goodness they stood true to 
the values America believes in—freedom; 
freedom to worship; human rights and 
human dignity—and helped spread that to 
parts of the world.’’ Someday an American 
President is going to be sitting down, talking 
to a leader from an Islamic country, working 
on keeping the peace. We’re laying the foun-
dation of peace for generations to come. 

And I look forward to working with United 
States Senator Michael Steele to lay that 
foundation of peace for generations to come. 

Michael’s mother is named Maebell. Mine 
was named Barbara. [Laughter] She says she 
made their home, growing up, rich in char-
acter. That’s what she said. She worked in 
a Laundromat for 45 years. She understood 
the true definition of wealth and richness. 
She said she made her home rich in char-
acter, rich in turning hope into action. That’s 
the kind of fellow you want in the United 
States Senate representing you, somebody 
raised in that kind of way, somebody who 
was taught character matters more than any-
thing else. Character is the basis for leader-
ship. 

Michael Steele is a man who loves his fam-
ily, loves his country, and loves his God. Mi-
chael Steele will make a United States Sen-
ator that will bring pride to the great State 
of Maryland. And I’m proud to stand with 
him. 

Thank you all for coming. May God bless 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:49 a.m. in the 
North Club Area Lounge at M&T Bank Stadium. 
In his remarks, he referred to Lt. Gov. Steele’s 

wife, Andrea, and his mother, Maebell Steele. A 
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks. 

Statement on Signing the Military 
Quality of Life and Veterans Affairs 
Appropriations Act, 2006 

November 30, 2005 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2528, 
the ‘‘Military Quality of Life and Veterans 
Affairs Appropriations Act, 2006.’’ This Act 
appropriates funds for construction to sup-
port the operations of the United States 
Armed Forces and for military family hous-
ing. The Act also provides funds to support 
the medical care and other needs of our Na-
tion’s veterans. 

The Constitution requires bicameral pas-
sage, and presentment to the President, of 
all congressional actions governing other 
branches, as the Supreme Court of the 
United States recognized in INS v. Chadha 
(1983), and thus prohibits conditioning exec-
utive branch action on the approval of con-
gressional committees. Many provisions of 
the Act conflict with this requirement and 
therefore shall be construed as calling solely 
for notification, including the following: ‘‘De-
partment of Defense Base Closure Account 
2005,’’ ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs, In-
formation Technology Systems,’’ ‘‘Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, Construction, 
Major Projects,’’ and sections 128, 129, 130, 
201, 211, 216, 225, 226, 227, and 229. 

Several provisions of the Act require no-
tice to the Congress, including sections 107, 
110, 113, and 118, which require notice of 
the relocation of activities between military 
installations, initiation of a new installation 
abroad, U.S. military exercises involving 
$100,000 in construction costs, and the initi-
ation of certain types of programs. As the 
Supreme Court of the United States has 
made clear, the President’s authority to clas-
sify and control access to information bearing 
on national security flows from the Constitu-
tion and does not depend upon a legislative 
grant of authority. Although notice can be 
provided in most situations as a matter of 
comity, situations may arise, especially in 
wartime, in which the President must act 
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promptly under his constitutional grants of 
executive power and authority as Com-
mander in Chief while protecting sensitive 
national security information. The executive 
branch shall construe these sections to re-
quire notice at a time and in a manner con-
sistent with the President’s constitutional au-
thority. 

The Constitution commits to the President 
the primary responsibility for conducting the 
foreign relations of the United States, includ-
ing the exclusive responsibility for formu-
lating the position of the United States in 
international fora and conducting negotia-
tions with foreign nations. Section 118, which 
purports, through a reporting requirement, 
to direct the power of the Department of 
Defense to conduct the foreign relations of 
the United States, shall be construed as advi-
sory, consistent with the Constitution’s grant 
of such power to the President. 

Section 126 of the Act purports to require 
Department of Defense officials to respond 
in writing within 21 days to any question or 
inquiry from certain legislative subcommit-
tees. The executive branch shall construe this 
section in a manner consistent with the Presi-
dent’s constitutional authority to supervise 
the unitary executive branch and to withhold 
information the disclosure of which could im-
pair foreign relations, the national security, 
the deliberative processes of the Executive, 
or the performance of the Executive’s con-
stitutional duties. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 30, 2005. 

NOTE: H.R. 2528, approved November 30, was 
assigned Public Law No. 109–114. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
statement. 

Statement on Signing the 
Transportation, Treasury, Housing 
and Urban Development, the 
Judiciary, the District of Columbia, 
and Independent Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2006 

November 30, 2005 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3058, 
the ‘‘Transportation, Treasury, and Housing 
and Urban Development, the Judiciary, the 
District of Columbia, and Independent 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006.’’ This Act 
appropriates funds for fiscal year 2006 to 
these departments and agencies, and for 
other purposes. 

The executive branch shall construe as 
calling solely for notification those provisions 
of the Act that are inconsistent with the re-
quirements of bicameral passage and pre-
sentment set forth in the Constitution, as 
construed by the Supreme Court of the 
United States in 1983 in INS v. Chadha. 
Such provisions include: sections 183, 201, 
205, 211, 212, 217, 218, 603, 608, 710, 711, 
720, 838, and 841, and provisions under the 
headings ‘‘Department of Transportation, 
Office of the Secretary, Salaries and Ex-
penses,’’ ‘‘Department of Transportation, Of-
fice of the Secretary, Working Capital Fund,’’ 
‘‘Federal Transit Administration, Administra-
tive Expenses,’’ ‘‘Department of the Treas-
ury, Departmental Offices, Salaries and Ex-
penses,’’ ‘‘Internal Revenue Service, Busi-
ness Systems Modernization,’’ ‘‘High Inten-
sity Drug Trafficking Area Program,’’ ‘‘Gen-
eral Services Administration, Federal Build-
ings Fund,’’ and ‘‘National Archive and 
Records Administration, Electronic Records 
Archives.’’ 

The executive branch shall construe the 
provisions of the Act in a manner consistent 
with the President’s authority to supervise 
the unitary executive branch and take care 
that the laws be faithfully executed, including 
the authority to direct which officers in the 
executive branch shall assist the President in 
faithfully executing the law. Specific provi-
sions that raise this concern include language 
under the heading ‘‘Office of Management 
and Budget, Salaries and Expenses’’ relating 
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to the review of executive branch orders, ac-
tivities, regulations, transcripts, and testi-
mony, and relating to the review of certain 
matters in reports to be submitted to the 
Congress through the Secretary of the Army. 

The executive branch shall construe provi-
sions in the Act that purport to mandate or 
regulate submission of information to the 
Congress, other entities outside the executive 
branch, or the public in a manner consistent 
with the President’s constitutional authority 
to withhold information that could impair 
foreign relations, national security, the delib-
erative processes of the Executive, or the 
performance of the Executive’s constitutional 
duties. Such provisions include sections 120, 
182, 818, 820, and language under the head-
ing ‘‘Operating Subsidy Grants to the Na-
tional Passenger Railroad Corporation.’’ 

Certain provisions in the Act purport to 
allocate funds for specified purposes as set 
forth in the joint explanatory statement of 
managers that accompanied the Act; to make 
changes in statements of managers that ac-
companied various appropriations bills re-
ported from conferences in the past; or to 
direct compliance with a committee report. 
The executive branch shall construe these 
provisions in a manner consistent with the 
bicameral passage and presentment require-
ments of the Constitution for the making of 
a law. Such provisions include section 710 
and language under the headings ‘‘Commu-
nity Planning and Development, Community 
Development Fund,’’ ‘‘Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, Management 
and Administration, Salaries and Expenses,’’ 
and ‘‘Office of Management and Budget, Sal-
aries and Expenses.’’ 

The executive branch shall construe provi-
sions that purport to require or regulate the 
submission of legislative proposals to the 
Congress by executive branch officials con-
sistently with the President’s constitutional 
authority to recommend to the Congress 
such measures as he judges necessary and 
expedient and authority to supervise the uni-
tary executive branch. Such provisions in-
clude sections 182, 208, 219, 315, and 818. 

Section 809 seeks to prohibit the expendi-
ture of funds for the salaries of ‘‘any person 
for the filling of any position for which he 
or she has been nominated after the Senate 

has voted not to approve the nomination of 
said person.’’ The executive branch shall con-
strue this provision in a manner consistent 
with the President’s constitutional authority 
to make recess appointments. 

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 836, relating to assignment of executive 
branch employees to perform functions in 
the legislative branch, in a manner consistent 
with the President’s constitutional authority 
to supervise the unitary executive branch and 
as Commander in Chief, and recognizing that 
the President cannot be compelled to give 
up the authority of his office as a condition 
of receiving the funds necessary to carrying 
out the duties of his office. 

Certain provisions of the Act relate to race, 
ethnicity, or gender. The executive branch 
shall construe such provisions in a manner 
consistent with the requirement that the 
Federal Government afford equal protection 
of the laws under the Due Process Clause 
of the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
November 30, 2005. 

NOTE: H.R. 3058, approved November 30, was 
assigned Public Law No. 109–115. An original was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
statement. 

Remarks on the World AIDS Day 
December 1, 2005 

Thanks for coming. Thank you all. How 
about my line of work, where you get intro-
duced by your wife? [Laughter] And I’m glad 
I got introduced by Laura because she deeply 
cares about the issue of HIV/AIDS. She’s a 
great First Lady with a compassionate heart. 
In her travels, she’s carried a message of 
hope for the suffering and a message that 
the empowerment of women is essential to 
the prevention of AIDS. I thank you for your 
introduction. More importantly, I thank you 
for your love. 

I want to thank you all for coming and 
for joining the Government and, more im-
portantly, the armies of compassion in the 
challenge of fighting AIDS. I want to thank 
Secretary Rice for being here, Secretary of 
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State. The Secretary of Defense is with us, 
Secretary Rumsfeld; Carlos Gutierrez, Sec-
retary of Commerce; Secretary of Labor 
Elaine Chao; Mike Leavitt, who is the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services; 
USAID Director Andrew Natsios is with us. 

Ambassador Randy Tobias, who is the U.S. 
Global AIDS Coordinator and has done a 
heck of a job. Thank you for being here. 
CDC Director Dr. Julie Gerberding; Tony 
Fauci is with us as well; Elias Zerhouni of 
the NIH—thank you all for being here. 
Thanks for being—making sure the scientific 
community stays on the leading edge of re-
search to help save lives. 

I appreciate the Peace Corps Director 
Gaddi Vasquez for joining us. I’m proud that 
two United States Senators have taken time 
out of their busy schedules to join us, Senator 
Dick Lugar and Senator Mike Enzi. Thank 
you all for being here. It means a lot. 

Finally, I want to thank the diplomatic 
corps for joining us. You’re going to hear a 
strong message of support, and I know you’ll 
relay this message back to your governments, 
along with a message that in order to deal 
with HIV/AIDS we must confront it hon-
estly. We’re glad you’re here, your 
Excellencies. Thank you for joining us. 

Today, with people around the world, not 
just here in America but all around the world, 
40 million—we turn our thoughts to the 
more than 40 million men, women, and chil-
dren who are living with HIV. That’s what 
World AIDS Day is all about. And on World 
AIDS Day, we renew our commitment to 
turn the tide against this disease. 

HIV/AIDS is a global health crisis. It is 
also a daily burden for many of our families 
and neighbors and friends. Across Africa, this 
pandemic threatens the stability and the fu-
ture of whole societies. In Asia, HIV/AIDS 
is a challenge that grows daily and must be 
confronted directly. Here in the United 
States, over a million of our citizens face this 
chronic condition. At the start of this century, 
AIDS causes suffering from remote villages 
of Africa to the heart of America’s big cities. 
This danger is multiplied by indifference and 
complacency. This danger will be overcome 
by compassion, honesty, and decisive action. 

I believe America has a unique ability and 
a special calling to fight this disease. We are 

blessed with great scientific knowledge. 
We’re a generous country that has always 
reached out to feed the hungry and rescue 
captives and care for the sick. We are guided 
by the conviction of our founding—that the 
Author of Life has endowed every life with 
matchless value. 

Here in America, some of our fellow citi-
zens have now lived 15 years or more with 
HIV/AIDS. The Federal Government pro-
vides more than $17 billion a year to help 
people in America living with HIV/AIDS, in-
cluding funding that brings lifesaving drugs 
and treatment to hundreds of thousands of 
low-income Americans. With the help of 
medicine and their own daily courage, many 
people are managing a condition that was 
once uniformly fatal and proving that HIV/ 
AIDS is a long-term illness like heart disease 
or diabetes. 

Yet America still sees an estimated 40,000 
new infections each year. This is not inevi-
table, and it’s not acceptable. HIV/AIDS re-
mains a special concern in the gay commu-
nity, which has effectively fought this disease 
for decades through education and preven-
tion. And the demographics of this disease 
continue to change. AIDS is increasingly 
found among women and minorities. Nearly 
half of the new infections are found in the 
African-American community. 

We’re determined to make voluntary HIV 
testing a routine part of health care in Amer-
ica, so people can know the truth about their 
status, tell others, and get the treatment they 
need. We’re determined to end mother-to- 
child transmission of HIV in America be-
cause medicine makes it possible and con-
science demands it. We’re determined to im-
prove care for minorities and citizens in the 
greatest need, and so I urge the Congress 
to reauthorize the Ryan White Care Act. 

Our concern about HIV/AIDS does not 
stop at our borders. Other nations face great-
er challenges, yet they are moving forward 
with courage and determination that inspires 
our respect and deserves our support. Na-
tions like Uganda and Kenya have dem-
onstrated that leadership and honesty can 
overcome stigma and reduce rates of infec-
tion. Nations like Botswana and Namibia 
have shown that antiretroviral treatments can 
be widely delivered and highly successful. 
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These countries and many others are fighting 
for the lives of their citizens, and America 
is now their strongest partner in that fight, 
and we’re proud to be so. 

We’re supporting our partners through the 
Global Fund, which is helping nations pur-
chase medicines and treat tuberculosis, the 
deadly infection that often accompanies 
AIDS. 

We are also supporting our partners 
through the Emergency Plan for AIDS Re-
lief, the largest initiative in history to combat 
a specific disease. This effort is designed to 
support and strengthen the AIDS-fighting 
strategies of many nations, including 15 heav-
ily afflicted nations in Africa, Asia, and the 
Caribbean. In May 2003, we committed $15 
billion over 5 years to meet specific goals: 
to support treatment for 2 million people, 
support prevention for 7 million people, sup-
port care for 10 million people. 

We’re working with our partners to pro-
vide treatment because the lives of people 
already infected should never be written off, 
because the best way to help a child in need 
is to help their parents live, and because peo-
ple who know they can be treated are more 
likely to seek testing. We’re working with our 
partners to expand prevention efforts that 
emphasize abstinence, being faithful in mar-
riage, and using condoms correctly. This 
strategy, pioneered by Africans, has proven 
its effectiveness, and America stands behind 
the ABC approach to prevention. 

And we’re working with our partners to 
expand compassionate care, especially for the 
millions of children made orphans by this 
cruel disease. 

The United States Congress and the 
American people have been generous in this 
effort, and Americans can know that their 
generosity is making a significant difference. 
Before the Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, 
only 50,000 people of the more than 4 million 
people in sub-Saharan Africa needing imme-
diate AIDS treatment were getting medicine. 
Think about that—only 50,000 people. After 
2 years of sustained effort, approximately 
400,000 sub-Saharan Africans are receiving 
the treatment they need. 

Today I’m proud to welcome Thandazile 
Darby and her two children, Lewis and 
Emily—Lewis, by the way, is age 4; Emily, 

age 5—and their doctor, Dr. Helga Holst. 
They’re from South Africa. Welcome to 
America. 

It’s the effects of a long speech. [Laughter] 
Two years ago, she took Emily to the hospital 
for what she thought was the mumps. Later 
they found that Emily and the rest of the 
family were HIV-positive. Thandazile’s late 
husband’s relatives tried to support her treat-
ment for as long as they could, but the cost 
was too high. Thanks to the Emergency Plan 
funds, the Darbys began to get the treatment 
they desperately needed. Soon these children 
will start school, and now their mom dreams 
that someday they will attend college. Here 
is what Thandazile says: ‘‘The medicine used 
to be very expensive. I used to have to decide 
between taking our medicine and putting 
food in our bellies. It was difficult, because 
we needed to have food in our bellies so that 
we could take the pills. Now I can afford 
to buy food for my family, and we can keep 
taking our medicine to stay healthy.’’ 

I want to thank you for joining us today, 
and I want to thank for your strong example 
of courage. 

This example is repeated across Africa and 
beyond. In northern Namibia, Emergency 
Plan funds helped a Lutheran hospital build 
a new HIV treatment center and hire 12 doc-
tors and nurses and other staff. As a result, 
this clinic has been able to put 1,475 people 
on treatment in less than a year. In Botswana, 
Emergency Plan funds are supporting two 
clinics to launch a peer counseling program 
for mothers to provide emotional support 
and prevent mother-to-child transmission of 
HIV/AIDS. In Uganda, Emergency Plan 
funds helped Dr. Peter Mujenyi expand from 
one site serving those with AIDS to 25 sites 
in a single year. Today, there are 35 sites, 
many of them in remote rural areas, that pro-
vide treatment to 35,000 of his countrymen. 
I first met Peter more than 2 years ago. This 
man is an incredible leader. He’s an incred-
ibly compassionate soul. I want to thank you 
for being a lifesaver, and thank you for join-
ing us. 

We’re making good progress, and none of 
it would be possible without the devotion and 
professionalism of our partners on the 
ground: Courageous leaders of African na-
tions who care about their people and who 
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tell the truth; doctors and pharmacists who 
work without rest in overcrowded wards; 
health workers, often with HIV themselves, 
who visit homes and make sure people are 
taking their medicine; people who run youth 
groups and clubs that encourage abstinence 
and help children with HIV face the chal-
lenges of life. Many of these good people 
who serve others are also motivated by their 
deep faith. And we want to expand these 
partnerships. 

So today I am pleased to announce the 
New Partners Initiative. Through this initia-
tive, which is part of the Emergency Plan, 
we will further reach out to our faith-based 
and community organizations that provide 
much of the health care in the developing 
world and make sure they have access to an 
American assistance. By identifying and sup-
porting these organizations, we will reach 
more people, more effectively and save more 
lives. 

Americans have always stood for human 
dignity when history calls. When the nations 
of Europe lay in rubble after World War II, 
America helped build a brighter future with 
the Marshall plan. When the developing 
world looked for help and inspiration, we 
sent the Peace Corps to lay new foundations 
for friendship. And now, as millions afflicted 
with AIDS reach out for help, the American 
people are once again responding. On this 
World AIDS Day, we are proud to stand with 
our friends and partners in this urgent strug-
gle. And every life we help to save makes 
us proud to be Americans. 

I want to thank you all for your good work. 
Thank you for joining us today. May God 
bless those who suffer, may God continue 
to bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:08 a.m. in Room 
450 in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of the First Lady. 

Proclamation 7967—World AIDS 
Day, 2005 
December 1, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On World AIDS Day, we remember those 

who have lost their lives to AIDS, and we 
recommit ourselves to fighting and pre-
venting HIV/AIDS and to comforting those 
infected and their loved ones. 

The United States is working with its part-
ners around the world to turn the tide against 
HIV/AIDS. In May 2003, we committed $15 
billion over 5 years to support treatment, pre-
vention, and care. This plan is designed to 
support and strengthen the AIDS-fighting 
strategies of many nations, including 15 af-
fected countries in Africa, Asia, and the Car-
ibbean. Approximately 400,000 men, women, 
and children in sub-Saharan Africa have re-
ceived life-saving treatment supported 
through this program. This is a remarkable 
improvement from 2 years ago, when just 
50,000 people in sub-Saharan Africa were re-
ceiving treatment for HIV/AIDS. The plan 
focuses on the ABC prevention message— 
Abstain, Be faithful, and use Condoms—with 
abstinence being the only sure way to pre-
vent the sexual transmission of HIV/AIDS. 
We are also working with faith-based and 
community organizations and local leaders 
around the world to expand testing facilities, 
upgrade clinics and hospitals, and train and 
support medical personnel. 

Here at home, more than 1 million people 
suffer from HIV/AIDS. To stop the spread 
of this virus, we are focusing extraordinary 
Federal efforts and resources to increase rou-
tine voluntary testing, improve access to life- 
extending care, and develop a vaccine. We 
are also grateful for the work of faith-based 
and community programs whose efforts in 
these areas are helping to improve the lives 
of our citizens. 

On World AIDS Day, we recognize the 
effect of HIV/AIDS and renew our commit-
ment to defeat this pandemic. Americans be-
lieve that every life matters and every person 
counts. The United States will continue to 
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spread a vision of hope as we stand with peo-
ple from around the world to face the chal-
lenges of HIV/AIDS with courage and deter-
mination. Together, we can build a better fu-
ture for all. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim December 1, 
2005, as World AIDS Day. I urge the Gov-
ernors of the States and the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, officials of the other terri-
tories subject to the jurisdiction of the 
United States, and the American people to 
join me in appropriate activities to remember 
those who have lost their lives to this deadly 
disease and to comfort and support those liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of December, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:25 a.m., December 2, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on December 5. 

Remarks on Signing Legislation To 
Place a Statue of Rosa Parks in the 
National Statuary Hall at the United 
States Capitol 
December 1, 2005 

The President. Welcome. Please be seat-
ed. Thank you all for being here. Laura and 
I thank you for joining us on this special day. 

Fifty years ago, an African American 
woman named Rosa Parks helped set in mo-
tion a national movement for equality and 
freedom when she refused a bus driver’s 
order to give her seat to a white man. The 
bill I’m about to sign calls for a statue of 
Rosa Parks to be placed in the Capitol’s Na-
tional Statuary Hall. 

By placing her statue in the heart of the 
Nation’s Capitol, we commemorate her work 
for a more perfect union, and we commit 

ourselves to continue to struggle for justice 
for every American. 

I’m honored the Secretary of State has 
joined us as well as Secretary Alphonso Jack-
son. I want to thank the bill sponsors, Jesse 
Jackson, Jr.—I see you brought some of your 
family with you—[laughter]—Senator John 
Kerry, Senator Thad Cochran, Senator Dick 
Lugar joining us as well. 

I’m proud that Bruce Gordon is here. He’s 
the president and CEO of the NAACP. 
Thanks for joining us, Bruce. I want to thank 
all the civil rights leaders who’ve joined us 
as well. I particularly want to say thanks to 
Elaine Steele, representative of the Rosa 
Parks Institute. 

Elaine Eason Steele. Right here. 
The President. Thank you. Welcome. 

We’ve got a seat for you. 
It’s great to see Dr. Dorothy Height as 

well. Welcome, Dr. Height. I want to thank 
all of Rosa Parks’ family who have joined us 
as well. You’re kind to come. 

Rosa Parks was the daughter of the South 
who worked as a seamstress at a department 
store in a Montgomery, Alabama. On De-
cember 1, 1955, she boarded a city bus. 
Under local and State law, African Americans 
had to give up their seats if any white people 
were standing. But after a lifetime of dis-
crimination and a hard day’s work, Rosa re-
fused. As she would say later, quote, ‘‘I wasn’t 
tired physically or no more tired than I usu-
ally was at the end of a working day. No, 
the only tired I was, was tired of giving in.’’ 

By refusing to give in, Rosa Parks showed 
that one candle can light the darkness. Like 
so many institutionalized evils, segregation 
ultimately depended on public accommoda-
tion. Like so many institutionalized evils, 
once the ugliness of these laws was held up 
to the light, they could not stand. Like so 
many institutionalized evils, these laws 
proved no match for the power of an awak-
ened conscience, and as a result, the cruelty 
and humiliation of the Jim Crow laws are 
now a thing of the past. 

By refusing to give in, Rosa Parks helped 
inspire a nationwide effort for equal justice 
under the law. When she refused to yield 
her seat, Mrs. Parks was arrested, convicted 
of violating the segregation laws, and fined 
$10, plus $4 in court fees. Her arrest sparked 
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a boycott of the Montgomery bus lines by 
its black passengers and the formation of a 
local association of African Americans led by 
a young preacher named Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The boycott ended more than a year 
later after the Supreme Court struck down 
segregation on buses. What had begun as a 
simple act of civil disobedience ended up gal-
vanizing the modern movement for civil 
rights. 

By refusing to give in, Rosa Parks called 
America back to its founding promise of 
equality and justice for everyone. When the 
police officer boarded the bus and told the 
seamstress that he had to arrest her, he ex-
plained that the law was the law. Rosa and 
the black ministers who defended her in-
voked more than the law; they invoked the 
Constitution and pointed to a higher law. Our 
Declaration of Independence makes clear 
that the human right to dignity and equality 
is not a grant of Government. It is the gift 
of the Author of Life. And by holding our 
Nation true to the words of its founding doc-
ument, Rosa Parks helped her fellow African 
Americans claim their God-given freedoms 
and made America a better place. 

Eventually the civil rights movement 
would succeed in persuading Congress to 
pass more sweeping legislation that dealt 
with voting rights and discrimination in pub-
lic places and school segregation, and the 
United States Congress should renew the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

Dr. King liked to say that our Civil Rights 
Act was written in the streets by the citizens 
who marched for justice and equality. And 
on this day, we remember the great inspira-
tion this movement drew from the quiet 
courage shown by an Alabama woman riding 
home on a Cleveland Avenue bus. 

It is fitting that this America hero will now 
be honored with a monument inside the most 
visible symbol of American democracy. We 
hope that generations of Americans will re-
member what this brave woman did and be 
inspired to add their own contributions to 
the unfolding story of American freedom for 
all. 

And now it’s my honor to sign the bill that 
will make Rosa Parks the first African Amer-
ican woman to be honored with a statue in 
our Nation’s Capitol. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. in Room 
450 in the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to Elaine 
Eason Steele, co-founder, Rosa and Raymond 
Parks Institute for Self Development; and civil 
rights leader Dorothy I. Height. H.R. 4145, ap-
proved December 1, was assigned Public Law No. 
109–116. 

Remarks on Lighting the National 
Christmas Tree 
December 1, 2005 

Thank you all very much. Welcome to the 
Christmas Pageant of Peace. Laura and I are 
so honored to join you all. The lighting of 
the National Christmas Tree is one of the 
great traditions in our Nation’s Capital. Each 
year, we gather here to celebrate the season 
of hope and joy and to remember the story 
of one humble life that lifted the sights of 
humanity. 

Santa, thanks for coming. [Laughter] Glad 
you made it. I know you’ve got a lot of com-
mitments this time of year. By the way, we 
have a lot of chimneys in the White House— 
[laughter]—if you’re looking for something 
to do. I appreciate all our entertainers. 
Thanks for being here. This is a fantastic 
evening. 

I want to thank Peter Nostrand, who is 
the chairman of the Christmas Pageant of 
Peace, and John Betchkal, all the members 
of the board. I appreciate Secretary of the 
Interior Gale Norton, other members of my 
Cabinet who are here. I appreciate the Mem-
bers of Congress who have come. 

I particularly want to give a special thanks 
to the National Parks Service Director Fran 
Mainella and all the good folks who work for 
the National Parks Service. Reverend Mar-
tin, thank you very much as well. 

Christmas is a time to rejoice and to give 
thanks for the blessings of the season and 
for the blessings that surround us every day 
of the year. We also remember that we have 
a responsibility to help those in need. Amer-
ica is a compassionate and generous land, and 
acts of kindness toward others fulfill the spirit 
of the season. 

As we approach Christmas in this time of 
war, we pray for freedom and justice and 
peace on Earth. In his Christmas Eve address 
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to the Nation in 1941, Franklin Roosevelt 
said that ‘‘Against enemies who preach the 
principles of hate and practice them, we set 
our faith in human love, and in God’s care 
for us and all men everywhere.’’ We ask for 
God to watch over our men and women in 
uniform who are serving overseas. Their fam-
ilies miss them, hold a seat open for them, 
and pray for their safe return. America’s mili-
tary men and women stand for freedom, and 
they serve the cause of peace. Many of them 
are serving in distant lands tonight, but they 
are close to our hearts. 

As an expression of our hope for peace 
and happiness in this Christmas season, we 
light the National Christmas Tree. Jackie, 
Melissa, and Jenna Kantor of Bethesda are 
with us here. They started ‘‘Project Back-
pack’’ to give children displaced by Hurri-
cane Katrina new backpacks filled with books 
and toys and school supplies. These girls are 
an example of the compassion that is found 
in the hearts and souls of Americans every-
where, and they have shown how much good 
can be done when we reach out to help a 
neighbor in need. And so Laura and I now 
invite them to join us to turn on the lights. 

And would you help turn on these lights, 
as well, by counting down. Five, four, three, 
two, one. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. on the 
Ellipse at the White House. In his remarks, he 
referred to John J. Betchkal, president, Christmas 
Pageant of Peace; and Rev. Richard B. Martin, 
pastor, Church of the Nativity, Burke, VA. 

Remarks on the National Economy 
December 2, 2005 

Thanks to good old-fashioned American 
hard work and productivity, innovation, and 
sound economic policies of cutting taxes and 
restraining spending, our economy continues 
to gain strength and momentum. 

Our economy added 215,000 jobs for the 
month of November. We’ve added nearly 41⁄2 
million new jobs in the last 21⁄2 years. Third- 
quarter growth of this year was 4.3 percent. 
That’s in spite of the fact that we had hurri-
canes and high gasoline prices. The unem-
ployment rate is 5 percent, and that’s lower 

than the average for the 1970s, 1980s, and 
1990s. 

We have every reason to be optimistic 
about our economic future. I mean, when 
you think about the news that’s come in— 
the jobs report, the recent report on strong 
economic growth, low inflation, strong pro-
ductivity, lower gasoline prices, a strong 
housing market, increases in consumer con-
fidence and business investment—our eco-
nomic horizon is as bright as it’s been in a 
long time. 

The foundation for growth is strong. It’s 
based upon low taxes and restrained Govern-
ment spending, legal reform, incentives for 
saving and investment. 

The small-business sector is vibrant. Most 
of the new jobs in America are created by 
the small-business sector, and our entre-
preneurs are doing well. We got the best 
workforce in America—in the world. People 
are productive. They’re hardworking. Our in-
genuity and know-how and—is vibrant. This 
economy is in good shape. 

We’re not going to rest until every Amer-
ican who wants a job can find one. We’re 
going to continue to work for good policies 
for our workers and our entrepreneurs. I’ll 
continue to push for progrowth economic 
policies, all aimed at making sure every 
American can realize the American Dream. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Statement on the Resignation of 
Andrew S. Natsios as Administrator 
of the United States Agency for 
International Development 
December 2, 2005 

Andrew Natsios has served as a key mem-
ber of my administration for more than 4 
years. He has exemplified the compassion 
and generosity of the American people and 
our deep commitment to helping and im-
proving the lives of those who are suffering. 
Under his leadership, USAID has imple-
mented important reforms and helped us 
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combat AIDS and malaria, rebuild Afghani-
stan and Iraq, provide humanitarian aid in 
Sudan, and assist victims of the tsunami and 
the recent devastating earthquake in South 
Asia. I thank him for his dedicated service 
to our country, and I wish him and his family 
well. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

November 26 
In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in 

Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

November 27 
In the afternoon, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with King Abdullah II of 
Saudi Arabia. 

November 28 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing and met with the National 
Security Council. 

Later in the morning, the President had 
separate telephone conversations with Rep-
resentatives Timothy Murphy, Jim Marshall, 
and Isaac N. Skelton IV who were in a vehic-
ular accident in Iraq on November 26. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Tucson, AZ, where, upon arrival, he met with 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Al Agellon. 
Later, he had a briefing on border security. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to Phoenix, AZ, where, upon arrival, he 
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
William Mitchell. 

November 29 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to El 
Paso, TX, where, upon arrival, he met with 
USA Freedom Corps volunteer Dale Baugh. 

Later, he took a driving tour of the Mexico- 
U.S. border. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Denver, CO. 

In the afternoon, the President met with 
family members of a soldier killed in combat. 
Later, he returned to Washington, DC, arriv-
ing in the evening. 

November 30 
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President-elect 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf of Liberia to congratu-
late her on her election victory. He then had 
an intelligence briefing. Later, he traveled to 
Annapolis, MD. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Baltimore, MD. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

Later in the afternoon, in the Oval Office, 
the President met with James R. Mueller, 
commander in chief, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Chancellor Angela 
Merkel of Germany to the White House on 
January 11, 2006. 

December 1 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 

President met with Theodore E. Cardinal 
McCarrick, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Washington, DC. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a Christmas reception at the 
White House. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Kentucky and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment Commonwealth and local recovery ef-
forts in the area struck by severe storms and 
tornados on November 15. 

December 2 
In the morning, the President had break-

fast with Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice. Later, he had an intelligence briefing 
and a briefing on pandemic influenza pre-
paredness and response. Later, he received 
credentials from newly appointed ambas-
sadors to the United States. 
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During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with King Abdullah II of 
Jordan to discuss regional issues. 

In the evening, on the State Floor, the 
President and Mrs. Bush hosted a holiday 
reception. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released November 28 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Fact sheet: Securing America Through Im-
migration Reform 

Released November 29 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released November 30 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Global AIDS Coordinator Mark Dybul on 
the President’s plan for emergency AIDS re-
lief 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Bush To Welcome German Chancellor 
Merkel 

Fact sheet: Training Iraqi Security Forces 

Released December 1 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of a press briefing by Council of 
Economic Advisers member Matthew I. 
Slaughter on the administration’s economic 
forecast for the next year for construction of 
the budget 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 4145 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 126, H.R. 539, 
H.R. 606, H.R. 1972, H.R. 1973, H.R. 2062, 
H.R. 2183, and H.R. 3853 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Kentucky 

Fact sheet: Commemorating World AIDS 
Day 

Released December 2 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan and National Eco-
nomic Council Director Allan B. Hubbard 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved November 30 

H.R. 2528 / Public Law 109–114 
Military Quality of Life and Veterans Affairs 
Appropriations Act, 2006 

H.R. 3058 / Public Law 109–115 
Transportation, Treasury, Housing and 
Urban Development, the Judiciary, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and Independent Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2006 

Approved December 1 

H.R. 4145 / Public Law 109–116 
To direct the Joint Committee on the Library 
to obtain a statue of Rosa Parks and to place 
the statue in the United States Capitol in Na-
tional Statuary Hall, and for other purposes 
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H.R. 126 / Public Law 109–117 
To amend Public Law 89–366 to allow for 
an adjustment in the number of free roaming 
horses permitted in Cape Lookout National 
Seashore 

H.R. 539 / Public Law 109–118 
Caribbean National Forest Act of 2005 

H.R. 606 / Public Law 109–119 
Angel Island Immigration Station Restora-
tion and Preservation Act 

H.R. 1972 / Public Law 109–120 
Franklin National Battlefield Study Act 

H.R. 1973 / Public Law 109–121 
Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act 
of 2005 

H.R. 2062 / Public Law 109–122 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 57 West Street in 
Newville, Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Randall D. 
Shughart Post Office Building’’ 

H.R. 2183 / Public Law 109–123 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 567 Tompkins Ave-
nue in Staten Island, New York, as the ‘‘Vin-
cent Palladino Post Office’’ 

H.R. 3853 / Public Law 109–124 
To designate the facility of the United States 
Postal Service located at 208 South Main 
Street in Parkdale, Arkansas, as the Willie 
Vaughan Post Office 
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